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thou  loojedfrom  a  WIFE,  feek  not  a  WIFE* 

W— ....  ..n.mm.  ■  ■  ■■■■  »'.,■»■■■■'  ■  ar  !  ■  . . .  n.  ....  ,  I.  1  „  . . . 

Ex  infnito  ne  caufam  caufa  fequatur,  Lucret. 

Vera  redd  facies,  diffimulata  per  it.  Pet.  Arb, 


To  which  is  Added, 

A  Propofal  for  making  Religion  and  the  Clergy 
Use  eul:  With  the  Author’s  Obfer nations  on  the 
Caufe  and  Cure  of  the  Piles,  and  feme  ufeful  Di¬ 
rections  about  wiping  the  Posteriors. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  JJ.  Hoot,  in  Fleet-fir  eel,  and  Sold  by  the 
Bookfellers  of  London 3  and  Wefiminfior,  173  2. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


O  fix  Impre (lions  on  the  Minds  of  young 


Men  and  Maids ,  to  make  ’em  believe  a 


Truth  thos  a  hard  one,  and  to  pra&ife  what 
cannot  be  done,  but  by  clofe  Attention  and  he¬ 
roic  Refolution,  I  hereby  ftriffly  Order ,  and  Re¬ 
quire  ,  every  Mafter  of  a  Family ,  every  Mother  of 
Children ,  and  every  Guardian ,  to  explain  the  feve- 
ral  Paragraphs  once  at  leaf;  in  a  Month .  Fhat  all 
Seminaries  and  Schools  be  perfectly  acquainted  with 
every  Line ,  and  that  the  iutor  require  every  Pupil 
to  Common-place  on  them .  And  thofe  Gentlemen , 
who  have  Learning  and  Lime ,  impowePd  by 

me ,  to  comment  and  write  what  Notes  on  it  they 
pleafe ,  provided  it  be  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Com¬ 
mon-Weal. 

N.  B.  If  Inhabitants  will  not  comply  with 
my  Advice ,  /  know  but  one  Method  adequate  to  it , 
is9  double  Encouragement  to  Physi¬ 
cians. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the 

EARL  of  ******* 

My  LORD, 

THE  Honour  Ihave  to  be  of  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  Family,  and  the  great  Share  I 
enjoy  of  yourFriendfhip,  are  Motives 
fufficient  to  encourage  an  ordinary  Dedicator  to 
this  freedom.  For  my  part,  I  fhould  never  have 
had  occalion  for  an  Epiftle  of  this  Kind,  had 
not  your  Lordfhip,  and  thofe  learned  felett  Gentle¬ 
men  who  were  my  Auditors,  compell’d  me  to 
give  it  to  the  World:  And  how  could  I  refufe 
thofe  Gentlemen,  and  your  Lordfhip,  who  al¬ 
lotted  me  the  Subject  ? 

As  your  Lordfhip  has  a  juft  Notion  of  the  E- 
vil  Procreation  is  to  this  Island,  and  as  you 
have  all  your  Life  maintain’d  an  inviolable  Cha- 
Jlity  out  of  that  Principle,  your  Lordfhip  there¬ 
fore  has  anatural  right  to  the  following  Difcourfe  ; 
and  as  the  Author  has  received  fo  many  fignal 
flavours  from  your  Lordfhip,  you  have  an  un- 
doubted  Title  to  all  that  belongs  to  him. 

The  Subject  took  its  Rife  from  a  melancholy 
Conference  with  your  Lordfhip,  and  other  Gentle¬ 
men,  on  our  poor  Country,  in  which  you  deliver’d 
Sentiments  on  Liberty  like  another  Cato.  When 
your  Lordfhip  had  run  thro’  its  feveral  Degrees, 
and  was  compell’d  to  place  Hibernia  in  the  low- 
eft,  how  moving  were  your  Reflections  !  How 
did  you  bewail  her  unhappy  Sons,  excluded  E'm- 
ployments  out  of  Complaifance  to  our  Neigh¬ 
bours  !  On  this  Occafion  your  Lordfhip  faid, 
with  fome  Warmth,  with  Juvenal, 

— — — — >  Non  poffum  ferre  Quirites 

Grcecam  Urlem, - 

A  2  NOR 


dedication. 

Nor  was  your  Lordfhip  partial  to  your  own 
Countrymen,  but  placed  to  their  Account  great 
Part  of  our  Mifery.  Sir  Edward  Poynings  had 
his  Share  of  Guilt,  tho’  you  did  him  the  Juftice 
to  own  he  behav’d  dutifully  to  his  Mailer, 

When  our  Converfation  became  more  jocu¬ 
lar,  the  Pamphlet  for  Eatlngour  Children  was  men- 
tion’d,  but  your  Lordfhip  faid  accidently.  It 
were  better  entirely  to  leave  off  getting  9em.  This 
Thought  was  highly  approv’d,  and  I  was  order¬ 
ed  to  purfue  it  in  my  next  Family  Ledbure.  Im¬ 
mediately  I  was  fupply’d  by  the  Company  with 
Arguments,  Hints,  and  Quotations,  and  I  found 
fo  many  to  my  purpofe,  that  my  Task  was  notfo 
difficult  as  I  at  hril  imagin’d, 

T  h  e  Manner  in  which  I  have  handled  my 
Difcourfe,  and  its  being  interfper’d  with  Poetical 
Quotations  contrary  to  the  cufiom  of  Sermons, 
was  your  Lordfhip’s  particular  Direction,  which 
to  the  Publick  is  fufficient  Excufe. 

The  Reception  it  met  with  from  my  Audi¬ 
tors  did  not  a  litde  flatter  my  Vanity,  efpecially 
when  your  Lordfhip  commanded  its  Publication, 
and  order’d  Mr  Steward  to  double  my  annual 
Stipend. 

Tho’  I  am  now  oblig’d  to  change  my  Judges, 
it  would  be  hard  to  condemn  me  when  I  have  been 
fo  honourably  acquitted  already.  I  muft  fubmit 
to  the  Cenfure  of  a  very  precarious  Court  of  Ju¬ 
dicature,  The  Publick.  If  they  difapprove  of  my 
Performance,  it  is  of  no  Value  to  me  ("except 
your  Lordfhip)  that  Perlbns  of  the  great  eft  Worth, 
Wit ,  and  Learning  have  thought  other  wife. 

Lam ,  my  LORD, 

Your  Lordship’s  moft  Obedient  and 

Dutiful  Domeftick , 

STEPHEN  Af*** 


REASON  againft  COITION. 


A 

DISCOURSE 

i  Cor,  vii,  i,  27. 

It  were  good  for  a  MAN  not  to  touch  a 
IV  O  M  A  No  Art  thou  loo  fed  from  a 
IV I  FEy  feek  not  a  IV I FE . 

A I  NT  Faitl  in  this  Chapter 
acquaints  the  Corinthians ,  that 
tho'  he  was  not  commanded  to 
fpeak  on  Matrimony ,  yet  he 
imagin'd  himfelf  capable  togive 
his  Advice  on  fo  weighty  an  Affair.  He  does 
not  carry  his  Thoughts  with  a  pofitive  In¬ 
junction.,  or  ftrengthen  them  with  a  decifive 
Argument.  He  fairly  ftates  both  fides  of  the 
Queftion,  and  entirely  leaves  it  to  our 
Choice,  if  we  will  follow  his  Example,  by 
a  State  of  Celibacy.  He  has  given  Ho¬ 
nour  to  Marriage,  as  what  (in  his  days)  pre¬ 
vented  Fornicationy  and  a  Fire  within  ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  has  entail'd  perpetual 
Trouble  on  that  State ,  and  fee  111s  to  have 
many  Objections  to  it,  tho'  unwilling  to 
make  thofe  uneafy  who  are  already  in  the 
Bands .  The 


The  Apojlle  having  ran  thro'  the  Maid¬ 
en,  and  the  Married  State  of  both  Sexes, 
proceeds  to  Widows ,  on  whom  he  is  very 
fevere,  both  in  this  Chapter,  in  his  Epiftle 
to  Timothy ,  and  other  places. 

I  n  the  beginning  and  end  of  his  Difcourfe 
on  Marriage ,  he  leans  of  the  fide  of  Virgi¬ 
nity  with  fotne  Force,  and  diffuades  Men 
from  imagining  it  a  Scandal  to  be  Conti¬ 
nent,  by  alluring  them  their  own  Benefit 
will  be  the  Etfeft  of  it  s  and  concludes  ai¬ 
med:  with  thefe  Words.  Neverthelefs ,  he 
that  ftandeth  JiedfaJl  in  his  Heart ,  having 
no  Necejjity ,  but  has  Tower  over  his  own 
Will,  and  hath  fo  decreed  in  his  Heart , 
that  he  will  keep  his  Virginity  doth  well .  And 
fpeaking  of  Female  Virginity,  he  fays.  He 
that  giveth  his  T) aught er  in  Marriage  doth 
well ,  but  he  that  giveth  her  not ,  doth  better . 
In  fhort  this  whole  Difcourfe  of  St  Paul's 
abounds  with  good  Counfel,  and  oftheut- 
mofi  Importance  to  us  of  this  poor  miserable 
I (land,  which  if  purfued  will  effe&ually  pre¬ 
vent  the  further  growth  of  Vice ,  in  not  rai¬ 
ling  the  Inftruments  of  it  by  the  Pra&ice, 
and  finally  end  the  Calamity  and  Trouble  we 
labour  under,  and  let  it  Terminate  in  our 
Selves.  To  attain  this,  1  know  no  method 
equal  to  the  advice  of  St  Paul  in  the 
Words  of  my  Text.  It  were  good  for  a  Man 
not  to  touch  a  Woman.  Art  thou  loo  fed 
from  a  Wife ,  feck  not  a  Wife . 


The 


[  7  1 

The  former  part  of  my  Text  points  out 
an  Evil,  and  the  latter  a  friendly,  tho' not 
an  abfolute  Command  to  fhun  it.  I  fhall  in 
the  firft  place  fhew  the  Benefit  arifing  in  not 
touching  a  Woman,  and  endeavour  to  prove 
that  Matrimony  or  Fornication ,  as  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  this  Kingdom  ft  and,  are  of  the  lit- 
mofl  Prejudice  to  our  Feace ;  and  tends  to 
perpetual  Wretchednefs  on  Fofierity\  and, 
fecondly,  I  fhall  make  a  few  Reflections  on 
the  Happinefs  of  a  Cejfation  of  Frocreation, 
with  the  Efficacy  and  Bower  of  Refolution. 

The  Benefit  arifing  from  not  touching  a 
Woman ,  mull  be  obvious  to  all  thofe  who 
have.  Tho'  that  refilefs  and  unruly  fome- 
thing  implanted  in  the  Breaft  of  Man,  may 
feem  to  plead  in  its  favour,  yet  there  is  a 
Power  lodg'd  in  the  fame  place  fuperiour  to 
Faffions ,  whenever  it  is  admitted  in  our 
Thought.  Let  Vice,  or  what  has  now  ob¬ 
tain'd  the  fpecious  Name  of  the^DiEiales  of 
Nature a  have  all  thofe  prevailing  Charms 
the  moft  rapturous  Fancy  can  give  it,  yet  if 
Reafon  chance  to  be  call'd,  fhe  makes  a  com- 
pleat  Conqueft,  file  drives  away  all  thofe  de¬ 
finitive  Notions,  and  brings  us  back  to  the 
Man,  afham'd  of  our  Folly .  When  we  neg¬ 
lect  her  Counfel,  fhe  abandons  us,  fhe  gives 
us  over  to  our  future  Remorfe  and  Repen¬ 
tance  :  And  alas !  how  foon  is  the  Perfpe&ive 
turn'd  :  No  more  thofe  ^Delights  are  magni¬ 
fied,  no  more  they  glow  in  borrow'd  Luftre, 

they' 
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they  fink  in  our  Imagination,  we  are  furprissd 
at  our  Error,  and  we  blufh  at  our  Stupidity. 

Nothing  certainly  fhews the  weaknefs 
of  a  Man  more  than  committing  thofe  Ads 
he  is  pre-affur'd  muft  have  fatalConfequences. 
It  argues  an  infenfibility  that  the  [ age  World 
muft  defpife  him  for;  they  muft  look  on  him 
as  a  Wretch  incapable  of  confultinghis  own 
Happinefs,  much  lefs  that  of  others.  Were 
we  to  trace  the  infeperable  Attendants  on 
Incontinency  >  it  would  ftartle  the  raoft  noto¬ 
rious  Offender ;  were  he  to  confider  that  all 
the  Miferable  Mortals  in  the  World,  all  the 
Wickednefs  afted  in  it,  ail  the  Quarrels  in 
the  Field ,  or  Wranglings  at  the  Bar ,  are  the 
Effe&s  of  Coition  :  Were  he  to  confider  this 
ferioufly,  he  would  keep  chain'd  the  Mom 
fler  within,  nor  fet  him  loofe  to  rage  on  the 
Earth  to  the  End  of  it,  Had  the  Learned 
Author  f  F)e  Origine  Mali ,  but  once 
thought  on  the  Word  Coition ,  he  would  not 
have  been  at  the  trouble  of  fo  Phiiofophical 
an  Enquiry  about  it,  for  *  Father  Male- 
b  r  a  n  c  e  could  not  have  faid  a  more  con¬ 
vincing  Truth  than  that  Coition  is  the 
Origin  of  EviL 

If  the  Benefit  of  the  World  be  an  Argu¬ 
ment  too  feeble  to  curbLicentioufnefs,  let 
the  Pains  of  the  Body  be  convincive.  What 


4-  Dr  William  King  late  Archbilhop  of  Dublin . 

*  Le  Pere  Malebrance  Recherche  de  la  Verite. 

is 
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isthecaufe  of  Vertigoes ,  fuddens  pains  in 
the  Heady  Taralytick  disorders,  frequent 

HyfterickSy  Rheumatifm  and  Gout  ?  - - 

Coition !  for  whoever  faw  an  Eunuch  afflift- 
ed  with  thefe  Difeafes?  Thrice  happy  Spe¬ 
cies!  not  only  exempt  from  thefe  Maladies, 
but  from  Children  alfo:  Yea,  tho*  Slaves 
^ourfelves,  have  not  the  misfortune  to  pro¬ 
pagate  them,  ye  are  not  in  the  fear  of  undu- 
tifui  Children  or  Great  Grand  Children  5  ye 
fink  to  Earth  calm  and  ferene,  not  with  vi¬ 
rulent  and  complicated  diforders,  but  by  the 
gentle  decay  of  the  radical  moifture .  Let 
therefore  the  Name  of  Eunuch  be  no  more 
a  term  of  Reproach,  but  an  appellative  of 
Happinefs.  Let  'em  be  refpe&ed  as  thofe 
favour'd  by  Heaven  5  and  tho’  we  have  not 
the  mighty  blejjing  to  be  of  the  Number,  let 
us  imitate  their  Example,  let  us  always  have 
em  in  View  and  follow  their  Steps,  fo  fhall 
Peace  and  Tranquility  be  in  our  Days* 
which  will  a  little  ^balance  the  Calamities 
of  Hibernia, 


As  chimerical  as  the  Dodrine  of  the 
Roficrucians  is,  there  are  fome  things  in  it 
I  am  exceedingly  pleas'd  with.  This  Seft, 
tho’  Enthufiafts  in  molt  of  their  Principles, 
are  wife  and  knowing  in  prohibiting  the  ufe 
of  Women .  They  believe  the  Element’s  in¬ 
habited,  and  are  content  to  propagate  Aerial 

B  People. 


\ 
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People.  They  leave  thefe  [to  us]  invifibfe 
Gentry,  and  beget  with  the  utmoft  Pleafure 
Sylphs ,  Salamanders ,  Gnomes  and  Nymphs . 
—  O  Roficrucius !  why  are  thy  Myfteries 
fo  clouded!  why  are  not  we  acquainted 
with  this  Happy  way  of  Conjunction?  and 
Ah!  why  are  we  deny'd  the  Blifs  of  thy 
ufeful  Help-mates'*  What  Rapturous  Con¬ 
verge  fhould  we  have  with  Spoufes  of  Air! 
How  delightfully  would  we  liften  to  the 
Matrons  of  the  Seal  Should  we  not  be  all 
attention  to  Ladies  of  Earth  and  Fire! 
Then,  the  whole  Arcana  of  Nature  would 
be  fet  before  us:  The  Literati  and  Virtuofi 
would  have  matter  fufficient  to  exereife 
their  Wit.  No  more  would  they  be  con¬ 
founded  with  a  multiplicity  of  Conje&ures, 
and  no  more]  would  their  time  be  taken  up 
with  making  difficult,  whats  plain. 


O  That  we  were  arriv'd  at  fuch  a  pitch  of 
Sagenefs,  as  to  be  qualified  for  this  unfpeak- 
able  Blefllng !  but  fince  we  are  not,  let  us 
at  lead  imitate  their  Continencyy  and  we 
{hall  view  none  of  thofe  obje&s  of  Mifery 
and  Compaffion,  that  croud  Hibernia.  We 
fhall  fee  no  more  Imbecility  and  EHftempers 
in  Youth,  which  are  the  natural  effe&s  of 
Coition . 


If 
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I  f  the  Story  of  Sampson  be  an  Allegory, 
it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  mo  ft  beautiful 
that  can  be  conceiv’d.  Tho’  he  is  deferib’d  as  a 
{Irons:  vigorous  Fox-Hunter  j  as  a  Man  that 
carry ’d  the  City  Gates  on  his  Back,  and 
whom  none  could  overcome ;  yet  we  find 
him  after  a  few  vilitsto  TDalilah ,  fo  feeble 
and  weak  that  two  or  three  Fhiliftines  con¬ 
quer'd  him,  who  before  defpis’d  the  whole 
Nation . 

Whoever  looks  back  to  Adam,  and 
conftders  all  the  Calamitous  Confequences 
that  attended  his  Error ,  will  no  more  ima¬ 
gine  the fatal  Fruit  to  be  a  Fomgranate  or  a 
Fine- Apple ,  but  the  fenfe  to  be  as  figura¬ 
tively  fpoken,  as  when  Solomon  fays,  1 
will  climb  up  the  Falm-Tree  and  gather  the 
Fruit  thereof,  Tis  plain  Eating  was  none 
of  the  Crime,  for  we  find  neither  the  Fa- 
late  or  Mouth  of  Eve  punifhed  5  but  when 
we  hear  fhe  (hall  bring  forth  with  Fain$  tis 
eafy  to  difeover  the  offending  part. 

Thos  Milton  in  his  Famous  Poem,  has 
given  us  a  defeription  of  a  kind  of  Enjoy¬ 
ment  our  Firft  Parents  tafted,  which  had  no 
ill  Confequences,  yet  he  afterwards  falls  in¬ 
to  the  Rational  Conje&ure  that  Coition  was 
ithe  Tree  of  Knowledge,  How  beautiful  and 

B  2  lovely 
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lovely  has  he  made  Adam  and  Eve  in  their 
State  of  Innocence  !  How  fweet  and  agree¬ 
able  is  their  Converfe  till  that  Unhappy 
Day,  Eye  unfolded  the  Wifdom  fhe  had 
been  taught  by  the  Serpent ;  Then  Adam 
glow'd  :  Eve's  Eyes  darted  contagious  Fire ; 
He  feiz’d  her  Hand  and  fo  the  (bufinefs  of 
Sin,  and  Propagation  of  Wickednefs  began. 
Oh  unhappy  Hour !  Oh  fatal  Minute!  The 
Earth  was  witnefs  of  the  horrid  A&ion,  and 
the  whole  Globe  trembled,  becaufeit  was  to 
bear  a  Race  of  wretched  Mortals. 

Milton,  who  without  doubt  perfedly 
underftood  the  Effe&s  of  a  Criminal  Com¬ 
merce,  allows  'em  no  longer  time  than  the 
next  Morning  to  be  free  from  ghiarrel ,  at 
which  time  the  fevereft  Reproaches  are  heap'd 
on  each  other.  After  this  we  find  poor  Adam 
in  a  mod  moving  Soliloquy  bewailing  hig 
wretched  State. 

—  I  deferv'd  it ,  and  would  bear 
My  own  defer  vings  $  but  this  will  not  ferve  $ 
All  that  I  Eat  or  "Drink ,  or  fhall  beget , 

Is  propagated  Curfe .  O  Voice  once  heard, 
Delightfully ,  Encreafe  and  Multiply, 

Now  Death  to  hear !  for  what  can  1  encreafe. 
Or  Multiply  but  Curfe s  on  my  Head? 


Evert 
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Every  Man  may  be  faidto  be  himfelf 
an  Adam,  to  have  the  fame  Power,  and  the 
fame  Commands  to  refrain  from  the  Tree  of 
Knowledge :  And  when  we  exclaim  againft 
him  in  any  of  our  Misfortunes 

- — — —  III  fare  our  Anceft  or  impure. 

For  this  we  may  thank  Adam.- - 

Let  us  always  remember  that  our  own 
Father  muft  have  a  great  {hare  of  the  Guilt 
and  Accufation,  and  that  our  Children  may, 
in  return,  curfe  us  for  compelling  them  in¬ 
to  a  World  of  Calamity.  When  we,  or  our 
I  flue  meet  with  fome  of  the  Snares  of  Wo¬ 
men,  when  we  have  been  betray’d  into  Sin 
and  Shame  like  Adam,  who  can  refrain 
faying  with  him. 

— — — — -  O  why  did  God, 

Creator  wife,  that  peopled  high  eft  Heav'n, 
With  Spirits  Mafculine,  create  at  laft 
This  Novelty  on  Earth,  this  fair  TDefeii 
Of  Nature,  and  not  fill  the  World  at  once , 
With  Men  as  Angels  without  Feminine, 
Or  find  fome  other  way  to  Generate 
Mankind ? -  ■ — — , 

This  paffionate  Queftion  of  Adams, 
brings  to  my  mind  a  remarkable  paffage  in 

that 
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that  excellent  little  Trafl:  of  Religio  Medici* * 
The  Learned  Author  fays  with  a  deal  ofRea- 
fon/1/  could  be  content  that  we  might  Frocre- 
€i  ate  like  Trees  without  Conjunction,  or  that 
u  there  were  any  way  to  perpetuate  the  World 
<c  without  this  trivial  and  vulgar  way  of  Co - 
£c  it  ion ;  It  is  the  foolifbefl  alt  a  wife  Alan 
iC  commits  in  all  his  Life ,  nor  is  there  any 
thing  that  will  more  dejell  his  cool'd  Ima - 
<c  gination ,  when  he  fhall  confider  what  an 
<c  odd  and  unworthy  piece  of  Folly  he  hath 
<c  committed *u  This  is  the  Expreflion  of 
the  famous  Dr  Brown,  whofe  Judgment 
and  Capacity  were  of  the  firft  Rate,  and  tho* 
a  little  whimfical  in  fome  of  his  Notions,  was 
allow'd  by  all,  to  be  a  Gentleman  that  exa¬ 
min’d  Nature,  and  look’d  with  a  curious  Eye 
into  the  Reafon  of  things  ^  and  Hippocrates , 
the  Prince  of  Phyftcians,  could  not  refrain 
from  the  fame  defire,  for  doubtlefs  they  plain¬ 
ly  faw  that  Coition  (train'd  and  difcompos’d 
thoregular  Oeconomy  of  our  Microcojm  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  it  requir’d  more  time  to 
bring  it  to  its  former  temperature  than  is  ge¬ 
nerally  allow’d  it  i  that  by  this  Violence 
offer’d  to  Mature ,  Life  is  forced  out  and 
Death  oft  procur’d  5  and  whoever  has  read 
*  Mr  Mainwaring’s  Treatife  of  Health , 

f— —  — — — — 

*  Air  Mahmarlng  wrote  a  Treatife  on  Spermatick  Con- 
f^mptions. 
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Vigout ,  and  hong  Lift ,  mull  remember 
that  he  fays.  “  Coition  exhaufts  the 
«  4 Strength  by  ejfufion  of  Spirits-,  Exficcates 
«  and  dries  the  Body,  hurts  the  Brain  and 
<€  Nerves,  caufeth  tremblings,  dulls  the 
«  Sight,  debilitates  all  the  faculties,  haftens 

old  Age,  and  fhortens  Lift . 

That  good  and  pious  Father ,  O RI¬ 
CE  N,  was  fo  fully  convinc'd  of  the  Folly, 
nay  Labour,  of  Coition,  that  he  refolutely 
ordered,  that  he  might  be  depriv'd  of  the 
Means,  and  afterwards  liv'd  the  Glory  and 
Ornament  of  his  Age.  This  was  an  Aftion 
worthy  that  holy  Saint,  and  what  I  earneft- 
ly  recommend  to  your  Imitation. 

Since  therefore  fo  many  wife ,  learn¬ 
ed,  and  good  Men  have  exclaimed  againft 
our  Manner  of  Coition,  becaufe  it  hurts 
the  World,  I  am  furpriz'd  to  find  no  one 
has  taken  Notice  of  that  kind  and  obli¬ 
ging  Propofal  of  PARA  CELS  US,  who 
undertook  *  to  preftribe  a  Way  for  the 
Generation  of  a  Man  without  Coition .  Oh 
blind  and  befotted  Age,  who  negle&xd 
or  difpifed  an  Offer  fo  full  of  Love! 
So  full  of  Charity !  What  Reward  could 
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there  be  fufRcient  to  balance  the  BlefTing 
this  Chymical  Race  muft  bring  into  the 
World!  Oh  Paracelsus,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  too  clofely  the  Example  of  Rosi- 
crucius,  and  extinguifhed  an  Art  more 
beneficial  than  his  ever-burning  Lamp,  be- 
caufe  wicked  Man,  conceiv'd  thro'  the 
Will  of  the  Flefli,  was  unworthy  to  par¬ 
take  of  thy  Knowledge. 

Among  the  many  evident  Advantages 
accruing  to  Mankind,  by  not  touching  a 
Woman ,  I  have  not  mentioned  that  one 
in  my  Text,  of  being  loofed  from  a  Wife  $ 
though  I  am  apt  to  believe,  I  could  have 
Numbers  to  prove  it  none  of  the  leaft.  It 
were  an  Entertainment  too  full  of  the  falfe 
Notions  of  the  World,  to  expatiate  on  the 
various  Effects  Marriage  hath  on  different 
People.  In  feme  the  whole  Felicity  of  it 
is  confin'd  within  the  Curtains  5  while  o- 
thers  naufeate  the  Bed,  and  flee  to  the 
more  pleafmg  Perufai  of  the  Lady's  Rent- 
Roll  1 

But  were  I  to  proceed  in  this  Man¬ 
ner,  it  would  look  more  like  a  Satire ,  than 
a  true  and  ferious  Difcourfe  5  and  were  I  to 
fatirize  their  State  for  Hours,  I  could  not 
do  it  more  fully,  and  in  fewer  Words, 

than 


,  ,  C  UH 

Chan  the  firft  Line  of  the  Admonition 
to  Matrimony ,  hung  up  in  all  Churches^ 
has  already  done,  *utz,  Thou  fait  not 
marry  thy  Grandmother  How 

deprav'd  mull  Mankind  he,  who 
have  Occaftou  for  fuch  a  Command-* 
ni  cut. 

Tho?  'tis  my  Defign  to  wave  a  par¬ 
ticular  Examination  of  the  many  Cala¬ 
mities  Matrimony  is  generally  attended 
with,  yet,  my  Brethren,  I  beg  leave 
to  remind  ye  once  more  of  St  Paul's 
Advice,  Art  thou  loofed  from  a  Wife, 
feek  not  a  Wife ;  and  Solomon,  who 
mud  be  allow'd  to  have  had  a  to¬ 
lerable  Experience  in  the  Fair  Sexy 
allures  us,  *  It  is  better  to  dwell 
in  a  corner  of  the  Houfe-top ,  than 
with  a  brawling  Woman,  and  in  a  wide 
Houfe $  and  in  another  Place,  alluding 
to  Women,  he  asks,  ||  Can  a  Man 
take  Fire  in  his  Bofom,  and  his 
Cloaths  not  be  burnt  ?  So  that  we 
fee,  by  this  beautiful  Figure,  the  O- 
pinion  the  wifeft  of  Men  had  of  that 
Sex* 

*  Prov .  xxv.  24.  ||  Ibid  iv.  28. 


c 


Bur 


[  >8  ]■ 


But  to  proceed.  Who  among  us 
have  found  fo  many  Charms  in  Life, 
that  they  fhould  defire  to  impofe  it  on 
others?  How  many  Days,  how  many 
'Years  of  Angutfh  have  the  moft  felici¬ 
tous  of  us  undergone?  Have  we  not 
often,  on  a  Frown  of  Fortune,  wifh'd  we 
had  never  been?  Have  we  not  call’d 
on  the  Hills  to  cover  us ,  and  the 
Mountains  to  hide  us  from  Sicknefs, 
or  Poverty?  Alas!  What  are  all  our 
boafted  Bleilings  in  this  World,  and 
what  are  all  the  Pleafures  we  enjoy  in 
it !  A  meer  empty  Sound,  a  fportive 
Vifion  of  delujive  Forms .  We  dream 
of  Helight ,  and  we  awaken  into  Fain  ; 
we  grafp  at  Beauty ,  and  find  a  Medusa 
in  our  Arms.  Oh  World!  Disap¬ 
pointment  is  thy  Name. 

It  has  been  faid  with  a  deal  Truth, 
that  if  we  could  have  Bills  of  Frivate 
Calamity ,  as  well  as  Bills  of  Mortality , 
the  Terrors  of  the  Grave  would  be  but 
a  flight  Concern.  Were  we  to  examine 
a  Burial-place,  and  fee  the  innumerable 
Memento's  of  He  lived ,  and  diedy  s> 
and  immediately  refled:,  that  he  lived  fo 
long  in  a  Valley  of  Tears,  with  Sorrow 
and  F)ifquiet}  for  his  perpetual  Compa¬ 
nions^ 
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nions;  we  fhould  not  look  with  that 
Horror  on  Heathy  but  on  the  real  Mi- 
fcry  of  thofe  brought  into  Life.  Oh  ! 
that  we  could  be  perfuaded,  that  we 
could  be  fo  charitable  to  the  Infants,  yet 
unbegotten.,  as  to  let  Mifery  terminate 
in  ourfelves,  and  not  propagate  it  to 
Futurity* 

The  many  chronic  Difeafes  incident 
to  particular  Families,  defcending  heredi¬ 
tarily  thro'  Centuries,  ought  to  be  ano¬ 
ther  Bar  to  flop  Coition .  *  £C  Man  de- 

€c  rives  from  his  ‘Parents  by  a  feminal 
“  Propagation ,  and  inherits  •  the  cDif» 
il  eafes  of  their  vicious  deprav'd  Natures, 
“  radicated  in  him  :  To  which,  his  ow 4 
u  enormous  Ads  being  added,  do  multi - 
e*  ply  and  heighten  the  Corruption  of 
te  his  Nature:  Hence  the  fucceeding  Ge- 
u  nerations  become  more  degenerated , 
ce  infirm ,  difeafed,  and  consequently  of 
{C  fhorter  duration  than  the  other."  Cer¬ 
tainly  this  mu  ft  be  a  Truth,  fince 
even  the  Features  of  a  Face  have  com¬ 
monly  a  likenefs  of  the  Sires;  and  fome 
great  Families  are  famous  for  it  in  Hi- 
ftory,  as  the  Austrian  Lip ,  the  Chin 


*  Mainwaring, 
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of  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria,  with  many 
others  of  id's  Note. 

Were  the  Miferies  of  Men  no  fuffi- 
dent  Motive  to  prevent  their  being 
propagated,  the  many  Pieces  of  defor¬ 
mity  either  in  Body  or  Mind ,  that  we 
ib  frequently  meet  with,  liable  to  be 
the  Contempt  and  Laughing-flock  of 
the  World,  while  they  are  in  it,  would 
fway  our  Reajon .  For  every  Man  that 
has  had  a  Child,  can  fay  with  Sir 
Sampson,  in  the  Comedy,  “  Body - 
“  dme ,  what  a  many -headed  Monfler 
Ci  have  I  propagated.” 

D  EFORMitiES  of  what  Kind  foe- 
ver  may,  and  generally  do,  defeend  to 
Children,  nay  often  increafe  in  them. 
It  was  from  this  Opinion  that  Quintus 
C ur  tius  tells  us,  of  many  well-go¬ 
verned  Common-wealths,  that  cc  If  they 
€t  found  their  Children  crooked,  or  de- 
tc  formed  in  Body,  they  made  'em  away." 
And  the  famous  Hector  Boetius  af- 
iurcs  us,  that  heretofore  in  Scotland,  “  If 
any  were  vifited,  with  the  Falling-Sick- 
<£  nefs,  Madnefs,  Gout,  Leprofy,  or  any 
cc  inch  dangerous  Difeafe,  which  was  like- 
ly  to  be  propagated  from  the  Father,  to 
the  Son,  he  was  inftantly  Caftrated, 

“  a 
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v  a  Woman  kept  from  all  Company  of 
cc  Men  >  and  if,  by  Chance,  having  forne 
“  fuch  Difeafe,  fhe  were  found  to  be  with 
£C  Child,  Hie  with  her  Brood,  were  buried 
£C  alive. M  Such  were  the  wholefome 
Laws  of  the  wife  Antients,  and  fuch  the 
rigorous  Execution  ot  them. 


Old  Ffrnelius,  in  my  Judgment, 
fays,  with  much  Truth  and  Reafon.  “It 
€(  is  the  great  eft  Tart  of  our  Felicity  to  be 
“  well-born ,  and  it  were  happy  for  hu- 
cc  man  kind ,  if  only  fuch  as  are  found 
c<  in  Body  f, and  Mind ,  fhould  be  fuffefd 
“  to  Marry  ”  I  wifh  he  had  gone  a  - 
little  farther,  and  Laid,  Or  fuffefd  to 
have  Children .  Like  wife  the  great  Plu¬ 
tarch  fays,  Ebriigignunt  Ebrios ,  One 
j Drunkard  begets  another .  If  fo,  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  every  Man  accuftom’d  to  any 
particular  '  Vice,  as  well  as  ci Drunken - 
nefs,  will  as  confequently  intail  it  on 
his  Children.  Levin  us  Lemnius  af- 
fures  us,  by  experience,  that,  “  Old  Men 
“  beget  peevifh ,  fad ,  melancholy  Sons , 
and  feldom  merry.”  And  Cardan 
imagines,  that  “  He  that  begets  a  Child 
iC  on  a  full  Stomach }  the  Infant  will  be 
f  fckfyy  or  crazed 
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Thus  could  I  continue  to  quote  num- 
berleis  Authors  as  well  Antient  as  Modern, 
Sacred  as  Prophane,  that  give  us  glaring 
Proofs  of  the  Truth  of  propagated  Mala¬ 
dies,  both  in  Body  and  Mind,  and  who¬ 
ever  examines  the  Athenian  Oracle ,  or 
the  Bhilofophical  Tran  faff  ions ,  may  find 
Indances  enough  of  the  Veracity  of  it. 

To  him  who  is  guilty  of  Coition ,  I 
fhail  fay  with  Horace,  *  “  Ton  are 
entring  into  a  moft  dangerous  (g [uarry , 
and  you  walk  on  Fire  cover d  with 
u  Afhesd  Mifery  lurks  under  it,  and 
Remorfe  mud  follow,  it  is  not  a  little 
furprizing,  that  Men  will  not  beget 
Children  in  a  State  of  Body,  that  may 
a  little  compenfate  for  the  unavoidable 
Miferies  in  Life,  but  they  mud  alfo  fend 
'em  into  the  World  replete  with  Di- 
flempers ,  that  render  them  a  Nufance  to 
themfelves,  or  give  'em  ‘Deformities ,  that 
make  5em  a  Nufance  to  others.  We  are 
ail  careful  to  breed  our  Bulls ,  our  Horfes, 
or  our  Dogs,  from  their  Species,  the 
moft  ftrong  or  beautiful,  but  let  our  own 
Procreate  by  Chance:  We  blend  diffe- 


*  Periculofx  plenum  opus  ale a 
Tratlas,  inCedis  per  ignes 
Suppofitos  cinerl  dolofo  Lib .  2.  Ob.  j. 

rent 
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tent  Souls ,  and  different  Ages  together ; 
we  mix  Heterogeneous  Parts  and  multi¬ 
ply  a  medley  of  Deformity . 

If  we  needs  mud propagate,  let  us  do 
it  with  Care  and  Caution,  and  never  neg~ 
led  the  Off  fpring  though  it  be  born  in 
Hibernia thos  it  be  nurtur'd  in  a  Land 
of  Calamity  and  fVant,  let  us  cherifn  it, 
and  make  its  Mifery  more  tolerable,  let  us 
avoid  Barbarity,  let  us  not  kill  our  Child¬ 
ren  for  Food  for  our  Task-maftcrs,  as  was 
formerly  propos'd  for  an  Expedient  to  e~ 
vade  their  certain  Calamity  in  Life.  This 
was  a  Scheme fo  Savage,  that  I  do  not  won¬ 
der  its  not  being  comply'd  with,  tho’  it 
would  have  anfwebd  the  End  mod  ef¬ 
fectually. 

OPatria!  O  Hibernia!  Who 
can  prepare  an  Amulet  to  prevent  thy 
Misfortunes,  and  who  can  form  a  Taltf- 
man  to  procure  thee  Succefs !  f  How  is 
the  Gold  become  dim !  How  is  the  mo [l 
fine  Gold  changed?  How  are  thy  Sons 
degenerated  from  the  Noblencfs  of  their 
Anccdors !  How  are  they  funk  from  their 
antient  Magnanimity,  to  the  lowed  State 
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of  Contempt  and  Obfcurity  !  Why  has 
God-like  Libert)  abandon'd  thy  Child¬ 
ren,  and  whither  ?  O  whither  has  fhe  ta¬ 
ken  Sanctuary !  Who  among  us  can 
charm  the  Fugitive  to  a  return,  and  who 
can  allure  her  into  her  once  favourite 
Land  ?  But  well  may  fne  fly  this  Earth 
when  its  own  Sons  flee  from  it.  Re¬ 
turn  therefore,  return  O  ye  Children  of 
Hibernia  !  Return  into  the  Arms  of  a 
tender  Mother,  bending  under  the  Weight 
of  Age  and  Mifery .  Return  and  lup- 
port  her  Feeblenefs  and  Diftrefs !  Be  not 
Apoflates  to  your  Country,  and  let  not 
Hiftory  have  this  monftrous  Novelty  to 
recite.  Let  her  Sighs  melt  ye,  and  her 
Tears  compel  ye  to  her  Succour!  Fly 
with  the  Wings  of  Duty  and  Gratitude 
to  her  Relief;  if  (he  be  in  Mifery,  blufh 
to  own  yourfelves  the  firft  Caufe  of  it, 
but  return  fpeediiy  and  repent. 

I  f  JVant7  Calamity ,  Shame  and  Op- 
prejjion ,  are  common  and  familiar  to  this 
unhappy  Country,  our  Love  to  it  ought 
to  increafe  the  more.  Who  can  hear  of 
its  antient  Grandeur,  and  not  wonder  at 
its  Fall !  but  allfublunary  Things  have  their 
time  of  riling,  and  their  rime  of  fetting. 
Nature  grows  to  Strength  y  and  links 
down  to  Age.  Molt  Nations  have  had 

their 
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their  Periods  of  Glory  :  Greece ,  Vale- 
J line  and  Eygpt>  have  in  their  tarns  been 
as  Great ,  and  now  are  as  cDefolate  as 
Hibernia .  As  this  Nation  once  diftin- 
guilh’d  by  the  pompous  Title  of  Ifle  of 
Saints ,  from  the  many  holy  and  eminent 
Men  it  produc’d  5  as  this  Kingdom  whom 
all  the  Learned  in  Europe  once  revered 
as  the  School  of  Wifdom,  and  Seat,  of 
Knowledge  ;  as  this  Kingdom  fo  applau- 
ded  in  Hiftory  for  their  f  Hofpitality, 

that  no  Nation  could  equal  them  :  fo 

* 

admir’d  for  thofe  few  Laws  remaining, 
that  a  Britifh  l. Parliament  need  not  have 
been  afham’d  to  have  produc’d  them. 

When  we  look  into  thefe  Things, 
and  begin  to  draw  Comparifons  be¬ 
tween  the  paft  and  the  prefent,  how 
muft  our  Minds  be  agitated!  When  we 
behold  its  Ruins,  let  them  endear  us  to 
it  the  more  5  let  us  cry  out  with  the  Cap¬ 
tive,  in  the  102  Vfalm.  * 


•f*  One  of  the  Hiftories  of  Ireland  tells  us,  <c  All  the 
cc  Lords  and  great  Men  made  Interefi  to  he  appointed  an 
cc  Entertainer.  An  Entertainer  was  oblig'd  to  have  four 
cc  Ways  to  his  Houfe,  to  have  always  a  Beef  and  a  Mutton 
u  ready  roafled ;  a  Tub  of  Butter,  a  Barrel  of  Beer,  and 
plenty  of  Bread  in  the  Half  for  the  Entertainment  of 
c‘  every  Traveller  ;  all  which  was  given  Gratis,  and  with 
cc  an  hearty  Welcome. 

*  Paraphras’d  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Daniel,  Dean  of 
Ardmagh , 

D  'Oh  i 
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Oh!  Sion  ever  lov'd,  and  ever  dear! 

Great  in  thy  Ruins,  in  thy  Afhes  fair! 

How  fhail  I  fpeak  ?  W hat  Language  can  ex- 

[prefs. 

My  quick,  my  tender  Senfe  of  thyDiftrefs  ? 
Not  Babylon  in  all  her  Pride  fhail  be, 

So  fam’d  for  Beauty,  or  belov’d  like  thee ; 
Not  tho’fhe  boafts  her  mighty  Triumphs 

[pad. 

Not  tho*  flic  reigns  the  Miftrefs  of  the  Eaft  5 
Should  her  vaft  Walls  to  diftant  Ages  Band, 
Tofhew  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Builder’s 

[Hand  ; 

Tho’  high  in  Air  her  hanging  Gardens  rife. 
And  fpread  their  wond  rous  Verdure  in  the 

[Skies  j 

Ev’n  then  thy  Ruins,  nay  thy  Stones  fhail  be 
A  lovelier,  fweeter  Paradife  to  me. 

Look  down,  great  God !  For  ever  good 

[and  Juft, 

Look  down,  and  fee  thy  Sion  in  the  Dufir! 
On  her  loft  State  thy  happy  Influence  flied. 
Kindly  forgive  and  raife  her  drooping  Head : 
Converted  Millions  will  the  Deed  approve, 
Whilft  kneeling  Crowds  fhail  wonder  at 

[thy  Love. 

Struck  with  the  Sight  our  Heathen  Foes 

[fhail  ftand. 

And  trembling,  dread  the  Thunder  of  thy 

[Hand  ; 
Ev'n 
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Ev’n  haughty  Babylon  (hall  vaunt  no  more* 
But  quit  her  Pride,  grow  humble,  and  a- 

[dore  : 

Our  Songs  the  wond'rous  Story  fhall  re- 

[cord. 

And  Nations  yet  unborn  confefs  the  Lord . 

This  is  a  Thought  I  could  indulge 
with  Pleafure  $  this  is  a  Theme  I  could  for 
ever  dwell  on,  were  it  in  Effed  more 
than  ereding  Aerial  Palaces ,  or  had  it  a 
Being  in  any  other  Place  than  my  own 
Imagination.— -But Heavens  Will  be  done. 

I  t  is  not  my  Bufinefs,  neither  am  I  ca¬ 
pacitated  exadly  to  point  out  the  different 
Channels  Profperity  takes  to  run  from 
!  this  Kingdom,  or  thofe  Flood-gates  whence 
enter  Poverty  5  but  this  I  can  fay,  and 
this  I  am  allur'd  of,  that  envious  Neigh- 
I  boars,  and  our  barbarous  Selves ,  have  each 
a  fufficient  Share  of  one  and  the  other. 
Our  Chain  is  too  long,  and  we  prudently 
fiiorten  the  Links.  Our  Neighbours  have 
not  Riches  enough,  but  we  out  of  pure 
'  good  Nature  and  Compaflion  give  'em  all 
our  own  j  in  return  of  which,  we  are  de¬ 
servedly  defpifed  by  thofe  very  People  we 
are  fo  extraordinarily  obliging  to. 

Had  we  liv'd  in  an  Age  more  addi¬ 
cted  to  Superftition,  the  Philomaths 

D  2  would 
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would  have  laid  our  Ruin  on  the  Malign 
nity  of  the  Stars.  Evil  Conjudions 
of  the  Planets,  would  have  fhed  Evil  on 
us,  and  no  Doubt  it  were  then  Madnefs 
to  exped,  nay  even  wifh,  a  Revcrfeof  For¬ 
tune,  'till  thefe  curious  Gentlemen  had 
told  us  the  Stars  were  in  a  better  Mood. 
But  wc  of  this  Age  laugh  at  thefe  Foole¬ 
ries.  We  know  the  Cauies  of  our  Mifery, 
without  conlulting  the  Ocidt  Sciences  % 
and  whoever  will  examine  the  Volumes 
on  the  Subjed,  mull  be  convinced  of, 
and  converted  to  the  true  Intereft  of 
their  Country .  The  folid  Arguments,  and 
undeniable  Proofs  of  our  Poverty,  are 
fully  fhewn  in  the  Writings  of  Mr  Mo- 
lyneux,  Dean  Swift,  Mr  Brown, 
and  Mr  Prior;  thefe  Names  fo  refped- 
ed  and  beloved  by  Hibernia.  To  thefe 
therefore  I  refer  the  World,  and  doubt 
not  but  even  our  Enemies  will  figh  at 
our  Lot,  with  this  Ejaculation. 

Poor  floating  Ifle !  tofts' d  on  III- For  tune's  Waves , 
Ordain9 d  by  Fate  to  be  the  Land  of  Slaves. 
Shall  moving  Delos  now ,  deep  rooted ,  ft  and , 
Thou  fixt  of  Old ,  be  now  the  moving  Land\ 

Alas  poor  Flibernial  and  that  thou, 
art  poor,  every  thing  about  thee  is  a  plain 
Indication.  The  Mufical  Inftruments  of 

thy 
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thy  Natives,  fpeak  the  natural  Turn  of 
their  Minds.  Their  Tunes,  that  were 
wont  to  unake  'glad  the  Hearts  of  the 
Hearers,  and  animate  the  Souls  of  He¬ 
roes,  by  their  fharp  and  fprightly  Turns, 
are  now  fallen  into  the  flat  and  lan- 
guifhing,  and  can  only  give  Birth  to 
Sighs  and  Tears,  All  their  Airs  are  La¬ 
mentations,  all  their  Delights  are  for- 
rowfui  and  complaining,  and  their  Reci¬ 
tative  hath  but  a  fomniferous  Influence. 
How  is  it  poflible  they  can  fing  with 
Chearfulnefs,  when  Hibernia  their  Coun¬ 
try,  like  unhappy  Jerusalem,  has  Foes 
without,  and  Enemies  within.  How  can 
they  raife  themfelves  to  Life,  when  fhe 
is  continually  affafllnated>  And  how 
can  fhe  exalt  her  Head  when  the  Club 
of  Envy,  and  the  Sword  of  Ingrati¬ 
tude,  knocks  down  and  (tabs  all  her 
Induftry. 

This  is  a  long,  tho*  neceflary  Digref* 
fion,  and  what  I  muft  be  forgiven,  fince 
my  whole  Difcourfe  is  calculated  for 
the  Climate  of  Ireland . 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  make  a  few 
Reflections  on  the  Poffibility  of  a  Ceffia- 
tion  of  ‘Procreation,  and  the  Efficacy  and 
Power  of  Re  [elution* 


If 
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If  the  Arguments  of  our  Patriots,  or 
the  filent  Rhetoric  of  miferable  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  have  no  Weight  v/ith  our  foreign 
or  domeftic  Enemies :  If  one  has  loft  all 
Senfe  of  Pity  and  Compaffion,  and  the 
other  call  off  all  Humanity  and  Grati¬ 
tude  >  If  no  intervening  Power  can  give 
happier  Times,  let  me  repeat  to  you 
what  I  faid  before,  and  refolve  to  have 
fo  much  Refolution  to  let  all  Calamity 
end  in  ourfelves,  by  refraining  from 
propagating  Children,  that  inevitably 
muft  feel  it. 

The  Paffions  of  Men,  are  like  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Standard-Bearers,  around  which,  in¬ 
numerable  Evils  are  fet  in  Array  againft 
our  Peace  and  Tranquility,  and  nothing 
but  Refolution  can  defeat  them. 

Resolution  is  the  ftrongeft  Facul¬ 
ty  of  the  Soul  j  it  raifes  us  to  fomething 
above  ourfelves,  and  gives  us  Principles 
according  to  the  force  of  the  Objedh 
Neither  Time,  norDiftance,  nor  Power, 
can  alter  Refolution.  It  defpifes  Danger, 
makes  a  mock  of  Toil,  laughs  at  Fatigue, 
and  is  Kind  of  Fate.  In  fhort,  as  it  is 
the  ftrongeft  Faculty,  fo  would  it  be  the 
greateft,  were  it  not  too  liable  to  fall 

into 
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into  Objlinacy.  A  virtuous  Refolution  is 
the  Glory  of  a  Man,  but  a  vicious  one  has 
Shame  and  Difhonour.  This,  like  all  the 
Attendants  on  our  Nature,  muft  be  gui¬ 
ded  by  Reafon,  or  we  certainly  take  a 
wrong  Byafs. 

Resolution,  in  the  Cafe  I  propofe, 
muft  be  allowed  by  every  Man  to  have 
Reafon  for  it's  Guide  j  and  to  make  it 
ftill  the  plainer,  I  fiiall  prove  it  by  a  Syl» 
logifrti. 

Reason  conftantly  directs  us  ioHap^ 

PIN  ESS. 

Coition  brings  us  to  all  the  Cala- 
mi  ties  of  Life. 

Therefore  Coition  cannot  be  guided 
by  Reason. 

No  Man  will  deny  the  Major  in  Tem¬ 
poral  Things  (tho*  in  Religion  he  may) 
except  he  makes  a  Diftinftion  between 
good  and  bad  Reafon  j  but  I  account  it 
no  Reafon,  when  accompany'd  with  Pre¬ 
judice,  or  diflionourable  Views. 

The  Minor  has  been  already  prov'd, 
and  every  Man  has  Arguments  fufficient 
to  demonftrate  it  to  himfelf,  fo  that  the 
Conclujion  muft  infallibly  be  Orthodox . 

This 


T 
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This  is  a  plain  and  eafy  Truth;  and 
there  is  nothing  requisite  to  avoid  Copu¬ 
lation  but  Refolution.  Shall  we  therefore 
want  this?  This !  that  will  lead  us  to  Hap- 
pinefs,  and  defend  us  from  Mifery. 

i 

Man  devoid  of  Refolution,  has  been 
elegantly  compar’d  to  a  Frontier  Town  $ 
often  in  the  PoiTcllion  of  contrary  Par¬ 
ties,  often  changing  its  Mafter,  never  in 
z  State  of  Stability ,  always  unfettled, 
and  always  wavering  j  now  fatisfied  with 
his  prefent  Governour,  and  immediately 
opening  its  Arms  to  receive  another.  Our 
Adtions  are  done  but  in  Part,  for  the  Al¬ 
teration  of  our  Refolves  cuts  us  off  from 
the  Remainder.  It  is  a  Vice,  whofe  Rife 
is  Fear.  It  never  inhabits  the  Brave,  but 
is  a  conftant  Attendant  on  weak  Minds. 
It  was  this  Vice  that  loft  Richard  Crom¬ 
well  a  Kingdom ,  and  it  was  Refolution 
that  gain’d  our  Immortal  'Deliverer  a 
Crown.  It  was  Refolution  that  made 
Socrates  and  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  de- 
fpife  the  Fears  of  Death  j  for  we  all  know 
It  the  beft  Comforter  in  Time  of  Afflicti¬ 
on  ;  if  fo,  we  of  this  Kingdom  have  need 
of  its  utmoft  Force. 


History 
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Hiftory  is  recent  with  Examples  of  the 
Power  of  Refolution  :  The  eminent  Dan¬ 
ger  that  attended  thofe  ‘Patriots ,  that 
brought  in  the  Bill  for  excluding  the  Duke 
of  Tork,  could  not  prevent  their  ftruggling 
for  it,  fince  the  Liberty  of  their  Country 
was  nigh  being  fubverted  And  in  later 
Times,  the  Glory  and  Honour  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Nation  formed  the  Refolves  of  the 
Great  Marlborough . 

How  far  has  Refolution  carried  us,  when 
Malice ,  or  Revenge  „  or  Envy  prompted 
us  on  ?  Have  we  not  often  hurt  ourfelves 
with  Pleafure,  when  by  it  we  could  an¬ 
noy  our  Foe  ?  Have  we  not  refolved  to 
be  miferable  ourfelves,  on  Purpofe  to 
plunge  our  Enemy  into  a  parallel  State  ? 
But  1  Bicoid  fet  myfelf  too  voluminous  a 
Task,  even  to  mention  the  many  fignal 
Addons  that  will  flhine  through  Ages,  and 
the  many  wicked  ones  atchievM  by  the 
Power  of  Refolution .  It  would  tire  even 
a  Barifer-at-LaWj  to  repeat  the  Names 
of  thofe  who  ventur'd,  and  have  loft  their 
Lives,  by  this  noble  Principle  ;  and  fliall 
we  not  have  fo  much  as  to  conquer  a 
little  filly  Paftion  to  Women  ?  Be  free 
from  Women ,  and  you7 re  free  from  Care, 
is  an  Axiom,  that  has  no  need  of  a  Com¬ 
ment  ;  and  lb  all  Man ,  the  Lord  of  the 
1 Univerfe ,  be  fubdued  by  that  trifling  Sex  ? 
A  Sex,  notorious  for  their  Pride  and  Af- 

E  fe elation  ! 


(  34  ) 

fetation  ;  recorded  for  their  Vanity  and 
Self-Opinion  >  and  diftinguirhed  for  the 
Fomenters  of  Mtfehief !  A  Sex,  as  diffi¬ 
cult  to  bedifcoveffd  as  th oNorth-Eaft  Paf- 
fage  !  The  Generality  of  IV omen  are  form¬ 
ed  of  fuch  a  Medley  of  Principles,  either 
in  their  Minds,  or  in  their  Drefs,.that  they 
quite  efface  their  natural  Stru&ure  \  fa 
that  Ovid  laid  with  Truth, 


Pars  minima  eft  ip  fa  puella  fai. 


The  Girl  fo  trick" d  herfelf  with  Art, 
That  of  herfelf  (be  was  leaf  Part. 


But  were  I  to  grant,  that  the  Female 
Sex  are  entirely  fauklefs,  that  they  are  all 
prudent ,  virtuous ,  and  good-humour' d,  yet 
this  could  be  no  Plea  in  Favour  of  Pro¬ 
creation  ;  their  bearing  Children,  is  Caufe 
fufficient  for  Men  to  fly  from  them  ;  their 
bringing  into  Life  an  Infant ,  who  muff 
undergo  the  Anxieties  of  it,  let  him  be 
placed  in  ever  fo  happy  a  State  ;  their 
compel  ling  into  the  World  a  Body ,  whofe 
South  to  be  accountable  for  its  Actions, 
and  giving  it  a  Being  in  an  age  of  Immo¬ 
ralities  and  Atheifm ,  which  it  is  fcarce 
poffible  to  avoid  falling  into  :  This,  I  fay, 
fliould  make  us  ftaitle  at  the  Thoughts  of 
Women  $  fliould  rouzeus  up  to  Re  Joint  ion, 

and 
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and  make  us  cry  out  with  the  Man  in 
Terence. 

2 leleo  omnes  dehinc  ex  ammo  multeres . 

From  this  Moment  I  eraze  all  IV omen 
from  my  Thoughts . 

And  a-propos  to  this,  fays  that  wife 
Traveller  Mr.  Gulliver,  “  When  I  be- 
u  ganto  confider,  that  by  copulating  with 
iL  one  of  the  Taboo  Species,  I  became  a 
a  Parent  of  more,  it  ft  ruck  me  with  the 
iQ  utmoft  Shame,  Confufion,  and  Horror.” 
By  the  Breath  we  enjoy,  we  know  the 
Unhappinefs  of  it  in  others  :  We  know 
how  true  it  is,  That  *  Man  that  is  born 
of  a  Woman ,  hath  but  a  fhort  Time  to 
live ,  and  is  full  of  Mifery  :  He  cometh 
up,  and  is  cut  down  like  a  Flower  ;  he 
fleeth  as  it  were  a  Shadow ,  and  never 
xcontinueth  in  one  Stay . 

Say,  you  that  have  heard  the  plaintive 
Groans,  and  feen  the  Fountain  of  Tears 
poor  tender  defponding  ! 'Parents  fend 
forth  at  the  Lofs  of  a  Child :  You  that 
have  feen  their  Tortures  when  he  is  ruin- 
ed,  been  ungrateful  to  their  Care,  or  dip- 
appointed  their  Hopes  :  You  that  have 
feen  (what’s  frequent  in  this  Kingdom) 

E  2  aged 
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aged  'Parents  incapacitated  to  relieve  ei¬ 
ther  their  own,  or  the  Wants  of  their 
Offspring,  fighing  in  private,  bewailing 
their  wretched  Condition,  and  wifhing 
for  an  Earthquake  to  fnatch  them  from 
fiarving  :  Say,  you  that  have  feen  thefe 
Things,  (as  who  has  not  ?)  if  ye  have  de- 
fired  to  be  that  Father ,  or  that  Mother 5 
in  any  of  thefe  Cafes?  Say,  if  ye  have  not 
in  your  Hearts  thanked  bounteous  Pro - 
* vidence ,  that  though,  perhaps,  you  your- 
felves  are  wretched ,  ye  have  not  been  in- 
ftrumental  to  make  others  fo. 

Such  Reflexions  as  thefe  made  that 
great  Philofopher  Thales  abftain  from 
IV omen  ;  for  he  law  that  Solon,  as  wife  as 
lie  was,  could  not  forbear  renting  his  Gar¬ 
ments,  and  tearing  his  Hair,  when  he  was 
told  his  Son  was  dead;  and  Socrates, 
though  he  did  marry,  did  it  for  a  Rea- 
fon  few  of  us  have  Occalion  for,  which 
was,  as  he  himfelf  tells  us,  to  exercife  his 
Ph  'ilofophkcil  Patience :  As  this  Man  was 
accounted  the  wifeft  on  Earth,  he  no 
doubt  would  have  taken  another  Method 
to  try  his  Temper,  had  he  known  of  one 
fo  capable  of  it. 

Men  are  generally  too  liable  to  think 
much  of  themfelves,  and  to  ftamp  too 
great  a  Value  on  what  belongs  to  them, 
to  need  being  preffed  to  do  it  more  j  yet 
fuch  is  the  Bizarre ,  and  whimfical  Turn 

of 
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of  Man,  that  whilft  he  vaunts  his  being 
Lord  over  the  Female  Sex,  he  is  chain’d 
to  a  voluntary  Subjection,  by  a  paultry 
Girl.  It  fhocks  and  furprizes  me,  to  fee 
the  many  mean-fpirited  Arts  Men  prao 
tife  ;  what  a  Number  of  little  groveling 
Shapes ,  and  fervile  Frame  of  Countenances 
they  put  on ;  how  readily  they  fly  to  that 
bafe  Refuge  Lying',  and  with  what  Eager-* 
nefs  they  practife  an  hundred  Stratagems 
and  Devices,  all  to  obtain  what  a  wile  Man 
would  tremble  at  receiving,  as  knowing 
the  Violence  he  fhould  commit  on  his  own 
Body,  and  rightly  underftanding  that  *  her 
End  is  bitter  as  Wormwood ,  [harp  as  a 
two  edged  Sword:  Her  Feet  go  down  to 
Death :  Her  Steps  take  hold  on  Hell. 
He  (as  St.  Baul  fays)  that  hath  Bower 
over  his  own  Will >  and  is  fledfajt  in  his 
Heart „  will  never  be  guilty  of  the  Folly 
I  am  fpeaking  of:  And  is  it  not  fcandalous 
to  want  Power  over  one’s  felf?  Does  it 
not  deftroy  the  Dignity  we  fo  much  boaft 
of?  Yes,  furely  ;  and  that  by  as  much  as 
it  lejjens  and  degrades  our  Nature. 

I  doubt  not,  but  all  our  young  Sparks j 
that  praftife  what  they  call  Gallantry 
will  be  as  unmerciful  to  me  as  the  Sur¬ 
geons.  Methinks  I  already  hear  a Kfmart 
Blade  fall  on  me  for  attacking  his  darling 
Diverfion.  What  l  mujl  we  he  forbidden 

to 
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to  Love  !  What  Employment  can  we 
find  in  the  World,  if  we  lofe  this  ?  Does 
not  this  Fellow  argue  again  ft  Re  a f on  ? 
Sure  he  would  not  have  the  World  at  an 
End?  Why  truly,  for  what  Good  we  do 
in  it,  it  were  almoft  to  be  w  idl'd,  it  had 
ended  before  we  were  made  a  Fart.  And 
as  to  Love^  I  am  afraid  we  fhall  find  Lufi 
often,  if  not  always,  miftaken  for  it. 

Love  and  Lufi  are  as  oppofite  as  Love 
and  Hatred \  though  there's  but  a  flight 
Barrier  between  either.  He  that  loves 
(as  the  Word  is  now  imderftood)  is  with¬ 
in  one  Degree  of  Hatred,  and  half  an 
one  of  Lufi.  This  is  a  moft  furprizing 
Thefis ,  and  accounted  for  only  by  its  con- 
ftant  Operations.  The  Roles  are  not  more 
diftant  from  each  other,  than  are  the  ex- 
prefs  Meaning  of  Love  and  Lufi ;  but  in 
the  A 8: ion  they  fall  under  the  fame  Line . 
In  a  Word,  they  are  far  from  being  in¬ 
compatible  :  Virtue therefore,  in  the 
ftri&eft  Senfe,  muft  hold  the  Ballance: 
She  muft  a£t  the  Part  of  Great  Britain , 
and  keep  Love  and  Lufi  as  far  divided 
as  the  Ropijh  Rowers ,  or  inevitable  Ruin 
follows.  But,  alas !  who  is  bleffed  with 
her  Influence?  We  fhun  her,  we  contemn 
her,  we  fpurn  her  from  us,  and  take  to 
our  Arms  that  painted  Strumpet  Vice .  A 
French  Author  of  Humour  lays  on  this 
Head,  That  Love  and  Lufi  are  both  paint¬ 
ed 
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ed  naked ,  but  for  very  different  Resfons  ; 
the  one ,  becaufe  fhe  is  not  ajham’d  of  be¬ 
ing  fo  ;  but  the  other  to  warn  her  Vota¬ 
ries,  that  file  leaves  ’em  not  wherewithal 
to  buy  themfelves  a  Shirt .  Shake/pear  has 
given  us  a  beautiful  Defcription  of  Luftj 
and  an  exa£t  Portraiture  of  Virtue . 

But  V  irtue,  as  it  never  will  be  mov’d ^ 

Though  Lewdnefs  court  it  in  a  Shape  of 
Heav’n ; 

So  Lu ft,  thd  to  a  radiant  Angel  link’d \ 

Will  fate  itfelf  in  a  Celefial  Bed ? 

And  prey  on  Garbage. 

This  fhews  the  one  is  a  Spirit  >  fierce 
and  fitvage  ;  but  the  other  an  Inclination , 
modefi  and  temperate .  In  thefe  our  Days, 
we  have  not  a  Name  for  that  Love,  in 
which  our  grofler  Parts  have  no  Share. 
Coition  and  Love  are  now  one  and  the 
fame  ;  and  it  would  carry  the  Pace  of  a 
romantick  Gjuixotijm,  to  lay,  I  love but 
have  no  Defire  to  enjoy.  It  would  be  ri¬ 
diculous  to  the  la  ft  Degree ;  and  he  would 
be  a  Subject  for  eternal  Laughter  among 
the  fmall  Wits,  that  would  dare  to  fay 
like  the  Hero  in  Dryden 3 

We  lov’d  without  tranfgr effing  Virtues 
Bounds*, 

We  fix'd  the  Limits  of  our  tendereft 
Thoughts •  Came 
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Came  to  the  Verge  of  Honour  —  but 
there  ftopfd. 

If  this  be  Sin,  Angels  mu  ft  love  with 
more , 

And  mingle  Rays  of  Minds  lefs  pure 
than  ours . 

Our  Souls  enjoy'd :  But  to  their  holj 

Feaft 

Bodies  on  both  Sides  were  forbidden 
Gueft . 

The  Union  of  Souls  is  a  noble  Enjoy¬ 
ment,  and  worthy  the  human  Nature  ;  but 
there  is  fomething  lb  grofs  (were  it  fol¬ 
lowed  by  no  bad  Confequences)  in  the 
Co- mixture  of  Bodies,  that  Chocks  a  rea- 
fonable  Creature. 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  Commenda¬ 
tion  David  has  given  to  the  Propagation 
of  Children,  by  hlejfmg  the  Man  that  hath 
his  fhtiver  full  of  them  ;  but  would  Da¬ 
vid  have  laid  tins,  had  he  liv'd  to  behold 
his  whole  Nation  in  Chains  ?  Or  did  he 
kiefs  himfelf  for  having  Abfalom  for  his 
Son  ?  No,  certainly  :  David  could  not 
bear  one  without  the  mold  paffionate  Com¬ 
plaint  ;  and,  in  all  Likelihood,  the  other 
would  be  lefs  tolerable. 

The  Maxim  of  fome  of  the  Afiaticks  is 
very  well  calculated  for  the  lervile  Tem¬ 
pers  of  the  Beople ,  and  the  tyrannical 
Will  of  their  Trinces ;  for  they  believe  it 

the 
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the  gretitejl  Glory  to  get  a  Child. or  plant 
a  Tree .  By  this  prevalent  Notion  the 
whole  Country  is  (lock’d  with  Mortals, 
and  Slaves  increafe  in  a  decimal  Propor¬ 
tion.  If  Hibernia  be  in  a  State  of  Servi¬ 
tude  and  Bondage j  let  her  difcourage  this 
pernicious  Maxim ;  if  fhe  be  not,  let  her 
follow  it.  If  I  fuppofe  her  the  latter, 
there  is  no  need  to  give  her  Rules  for  her 
Conduct;  but  if  the  former,  the  beftPre- 
fcription  is  Refolution ;  for  not  Love,  but 

Fortitude  omnia  Vine  it. 

And  as  Lewis  Cornaro  fays  of  Sobriety , 
fo  fay  1  of  a  virtuous  Kcfolution  :  ’Tis  a 
divine  Inclination ,  agreeable  to  God. \  a 
Friend  of  Nature ^  the  Daughter  of  Rea - 
Jon ,  Mother  of  all  Virtues j  and  Compa¬ 
nion  of  Chafity . 

Let  us,  my  Brethren,  ftand  refolv’d ;  let 
j  us  join  unanimoufly  to  expel  Coition ,  and 
i  drive  out  ‘Propagation.  Since  Life  was 
j  given  to  us  as  a  Blejfmg ,  and  a  reafona- 
f  ble  Soul  to  procure  us  Happinefs  ;  ,rbut 
i!  fmee  the  Practice  of  the  World  in  general, 
i  and  the  State  of  Hibernia  in  particular, 

;  fully  perfuade  us  there  are  no  fuch  Things 
|  as  Happinefs  and  Bleffmgs  on  Earth,  con- 
ti  fequently  the  very  Foundation  and  Rea- 
tj  fon  of  Life  is  deftroy’d,  fince  the  Motives 
i  of  it  are  fo?  Why  therefore  fhould  we 

F  Pro** 


(  42  )  ' 

propagate j  when  the  End  cannot  be  ob¬ 
tained?  ’Tis  true,  we  may  get  Children, 
but  they  muft  be  Children  of  Mi&ry;  for 
how  can  we  in  lure  them  from  it,  when 
we  our  felves  are  plunged  in  its  Abyfs. 
In  a  Word,  kis  a  Crime  of  a  deeper  Dye, 
than  involving  whole  innocent  Families 
in  Ruin.  Let  us,  therefore,  O  ye  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Hibernia J  let  us  take  to  our 
Arms  that  chajie  and  holy  Matron  Celiba¬ 
cy  :  She  is  our  Comforter ,  fhe  is  our  Hope  ; 
in  her  let  us  confide,  and  fhe  will  not 
abufe  the  Favour.  Let  us,  as  a  Sign  of 
our  Converiion,  revere  antient  Virginity 
in  both  Sexes ;  let  us  adore  a  Prude ,  and 
worfhip  an  Old  Batchelor :  But  above 
all,  let  us  refolutely  follow  their  Steps  ; 
and  if  we  are  not  happy  then, ;  we  fihall  at 
lead:  live  peaceably  in  this  World  of 
Buflle  and  Confujion . 

Lift  up  your  Eyes,  and  behold  the  Fol¬ 
ly  of’ this  World!  *  Where  the  Memory  is 
clouded  with  black  Ideas  of  the  paft,  the 
Imagination  overlooks  the prefent  Ills,  and 
the  Underftanding,  through  Mercy,  is 
blinded  to  the  future ;  where  Anxiety  of 
Thought  damps  fenfual  Pie  a  Jure  ;  and 
fenfual  Pie  afire  increafes  Anxiety  of 
Thought ;  and  both  impairs  our  Strength , 
to  fupport  it ;  where  P  le  a  fur  e  often  ex¬ 
acts 

*  Some  of  thefe  Thoughts  extracted  from  Dr.  Young’s 
'Ejlimate  of  Unman  Life , 
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a£fs  fuch  Hard  (hips  from  her  Votaries? 
that  manual  Labour  is  Diverfion  to  it: 
Sorrow  is  as  the  Stem  and  Root  of  Life ; 
Joy  but  as  its  Flower,  expected  at  remote 
Seafons  only,  then  often  blafted.  ‘Pains 
affault  us  fDelufions  furround  us  ;  and  Ter¬ 
rors,  like  the  flight-fupported  Sword, 
hang  over  us.  We  muft  behold  the  World 
like  the  Man  in  Lucian,  and  fee  PeJU- 
lence ,  Famine ,  Pifeafes ,  Strife ,  and  in¬ 
numerable  Plagues  over  Mens  Heads, 
which  they  continually  pull  down  on  them- 
felves ;  and  while  we  pity  others,  are  in 
the  like  Cafe  our  (elves.  Evils  are  fo  com¬ 
mon,  that  we  cannot  make  Way  from  our 
Doors,  but  through  the  Cries  of  Indigence 
and  Pifemper  :  Our  Nights  are  as  an 
idle  Dream ;  and  our  Pays  worfe,  becaufe 
they  bring  rpore  Sorrow  along  with  them. 
Every  Man  is  a  Judge  j  a  Witnefs >  and  a 
Patient  of  Affliction ,  ever  telling  lad 
Tales  of  others,  till  we  become  a  Tale  our 
felves  ;  the  Tale  of  a  Day !  and  then  are 
utterly  forgotten.  We  are  born  with  Pain , 
and  die  with  Amazement .  Life  is  the  Slave 
of  Mifery;  and  yet,  (ftrange!)  Peath  is 
the  King  of  Terrors.  I  was  happy  fo  me  of 
us  may  fay  ;  I {hall  be  happy >  we  all  fay; 
but,  I  am  happy  j  none.  Happinefs  is  the 
Butt  of  all;  but  our  Shafts,  like  King 
Acestes's,  never  hit  the  Mark,  but  are 
loft  in  a  Vapour .  O  Heavens !  what  is 

F  2  this 


(  44  ) 

this  World  !  Is  there  a  recompencing 
Quality  on  this  Earth  ?  is  there  Tleafure 
and  Satisfaction  in  it  able  to  counterpoife 
any  Branch  of  Evil?  Our  Joys  are  for 
Moments  ;  our  Tains  are  for  Tears.  Vice 
is  a  wide  open  Gulph,  Virtue  an  Hill  of 
Ice:  Friendship  is  a  Name,  Love  an  emp¬ 
ty  Sound  ;  but  Hatred  and  Envy  are  (by 
their  Eflefts)  Subftances  \  and  Subftances 
that  never  alter  their  Property,  but  are  in 
a  conftant  Series  of  Malice.  Taternal 
jljfeCtion  is  cooled  by  filial  Impiety  ;  and 
filial  Impiety  is  generally  repaid  by  the 
like  Punifhment.  In  a  Word,  from  the 
mod'  exalted  State ,  to  the  mod  diminu¬ 
tive,  from  Riches  and  Honour  to  Toverty 
and  Contempt in  all  Conditions,  and  in 
all  Kinds  of  Fortune ^  Man  is  not  only  li¬ 
able,  but  fare  to  meet  Sorrow  and  Vexa¬ 
tion  of  Spirit,  at  almoft  every  Step  he  takes. 
Why  then,  O  ye  Sons  of  worldly  Wifdom ! 
tell  me,  why  fhould  we  propagate  Calami¬ 
ty  ?  why  fhould  we  join  to  beget  Mi  fie¬ 
ry  ?  Will  the  Lump  of  Earth  thank  us  for 
its  Being  ?  is  it  heroick  to  take  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Weak  and  Innocent,  when  we 
ourfelves  havefaid,  *Let  that  Hay  per ijh 
wherein  I  was  horn „  and  the  Night  in 
which  it  was  /aid,  There  is  a  Man  Child 
conceived  ?  And  Jeremiah  hath  not  only 

laid 
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faid  the  fame  Words**  but  fays  with  a  deal 
of  Vehemence,  y  therefore  came  I  out  of 
the  Womb  to  fee  Labour  and  Sorrow ,  that 
my  Days  fbould  be  con  fumed  with  Shame . 
From  a  thorough  Senfe  of  this,  the  Son  of 
Si  rag  alfo  fays,  +  Wherefore  I  fraifed 
the  Dead ,  which  are  already  dead ,  more 
than  the  Living ,  which  are  yet  alive  y  yea, 
better  is  he  than  both  they ,  who  hath  not 
yet  been . 

Indeed  we  have  one  Happinefs,  and 
one  only,  which  is  Death .  He  is  cal¬ 
led  a  Tyrant  y  but,  in  my  Opinion,  he 
is  full  of  Lenity  and  Comfajfion ,  as  he  re¬ 
lieves  us  from  this  thorny  Bed  with  a 
Cotich  of  Reft  and  Quietnefs.  We  all  know 
the  Truth  of  whatPLOTinus  tells  us,  That 
God  was  moved ,  meerly  by  his  Mercy , 
our  Souls  only  mortal  Chains . 

The  World  has  been  called  a  Stage, 
where  every  Man  atts  his  Part :  But,  in 
my  Opinion,  it  may  with  more  Propriety 
be  termed  a  Mafquerade  j  becaufe  we  are 
obliged  to  difguife  our  real  Sentiments,  to 
make  us  more  conformable  to  the  vitiated 
Tafte  of  the  Generality.  If  our  Tongues 
correfpond  with  our  Hearts ,  Men  will  a- 
void  our  Company,  becaufe  their  Faults 
will  not  be  complimented ;  and  if  the  Heart 
and  Tongue  do  not  agree,  we  muft  certainly 

have 
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have  a  very  mean  Opinion  of  ourfelves,  if 
we  have  the  leaft  Notion  of  Honefty  ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  Tis  fo  neceffary  in  Life,  that  it 
is  become  an  Art .  He  that  can  make  his 
Countenance  applaud  an  Object,  though 
his  Heart  defpifes  it,  is  what’s  called  a 
well-bred  Many  a  polite  Man,  a  Man  that 
knows  the  World .  This  Conduct  is  ahfo- 
lutely  needful,  though  a  generous  Soul 
mull  be  pained  in  the  Commiffion  of  it. 
Who  therefore  defires  to  be  in  the  World* 
when  our  A  A  ions  mult  be  diametrically 
oppofite  to  the  Diftates  of  an  honejt  Con¬ 
ference  ? 

Let  us,  my  Brethren,  aft  as  become 
Men;  as  Men  who  can  ourfelves  bear  the 
Follies  and  Misfortunes  of  the  World;  but 
have  more  Honour ,  than  to  impofe  it  on 
our -lffue.  Let  us,  O  ye  Sons  and  Daughters 
of  the  Land,  unanimoufly  refolve  to  avoid 
each  other  1  Let  us  flee  from  the  oppofite 
Sex,  as  from  a  Peft !  Let  us  no  more  be  ac¬ 
edia  ry  to  the  Crimes  and  Calamities  of 
Infants,  but  bravely  refolve  to  ceafe  their 
Propagation  !  This  is  the  only  Catholicon 
for  Hibernia  !  this  is  the  only  fovereign 
and  univerfal  Remedy  to  prevent  the  Mi- 
feries  of  thofe  little  Creatures  not  yet  form¬ 
ed  !  And  for  thole  poor,  wretched,  and 
unfortunate  Children  already  born,  or  be¬ 
got  in  Hibernia j  we  have  only  fincerely 
to  repent  of  the  irrepairable  Injury  done 
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them,  and  pray  for  their  Diffolulion  be¬ 
fore  they  have  a  Senfe  of  their  unhappy 
Cafe. 

On  what  has  been  faid,  I  fliail  apply 
the  Words  of  a  very  ingenious  Gentle- 
man.*  The  whole  Sum  of  our  Inter  efi  lies' 
on  the  Side  of  Virtue,  Publick-Spirit,  and 
Honour  :  That  to  forfeit  thefe  Tie  a  fares j 
in  Whole,  or  in  Tart for  any  other  Enjoy- 
merit,  is  the  mojl  foolifh  Bargain  ;  and,  on 
the  contrary ,  to  fecure  them  with  the  Sa¬ 
crifice  of  all  others ,  is  the  trueft  Gain. 
If  I  have  not  vindicated  and  efpoufed  the 
Caufe  of  Virtue,  even  to  a  Nicety  not 
very  common  j  if  I  have  not  mentioned, 
for  our  Imitation,  the  greateft  Publick 
Spirit,  and  llrove  to  preferve  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  my  Country,  by  a  Method 
never  thought  on  before ;  I  have  milled 
what  I  really  defignM,  and  beg  Pardon 
of  my  little  Audience,  for  leading  them 
out  of  the  Way. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  trace  Coi¬ 
tion  through  its  Labyrinths  ;  I  have  pur- 
fued  it  through  its  various  Difguifes  ; 
and,  though  its  Ways  are  very  dark  and 
intricate ,  I  have  made  the  Rays  of  Light 
fhine  fo  clearly  on  it,  that  the  Came  lion 
is  deteQed.  All  its  gaudy  Colours,  and 
fpurious  Beauties,  are  given  it  by  a  Fancy 

loofe 
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loofe,  and  unexperienced  of  the  Poifon  of 
the  Syren ;  and  Fancy ,  is  but  a  Term  for 
the  judgment  of  a  Fool .  Whoever,  there¬ 
fore,  that  examines  this  Difcourfe  impar¬ 
tially,  will  be  firmly  of  Opinion,  That 
Rea/on  is  againfi  Coition . 

I  hope  there  is  no  Occafion  of  a  Defence ; 
for  what  I  have  laid,  I  think,  is  felf-evi- 
dent.  The  Arguments  I  have  made  ufe 
of,  are  not  maintain'd  with  an  Ipfe  dixit ; 
for  I  have  given  thofe  convincing  Rea- 
fons  for  what  I  have  advanced,  that  'tis 
impoffibie  to  deny  my  Hypothefis :  There¬ 
fore,  my  Brethren,  let  us  either  agree  to 
this  Method  of  an  entire  Ceffation  of  Pro- 
creation ,  or  chufe  ye  this  Day  another , 
that  may  anfwer  the  End propofed. 

Now  to  him  who  can  turn  the  Hearts 
of  the  Dif obedient  to  the  IVifidom  of  the 
fuft  ;  to  him  who  can  fix  our  Re folut ions , 
and  f  Irengthen  our  Minds,  be  all  Honour , 
now  and  for  ever . 
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Humbly  offer'd,  for  making 

R-l--g—n  and  the  C  -  -  rgy 

^  Ufeful,  dV. 


SEVERAL  modern  Writers  have 
endeavoured  to  wound  Religion, 
through  the  Sides  of  the  Clergy;  but 
have  hitherto  met  with  the  Con¬ 
tempt  they  deferved,  although,  I  muft 
confefs,  Religion  is  thereby  forely  hurt  ; 
for,  indeed  how  was  it  poffible  the  good 
Men  could  fpare  any  of  their  Thoughts 
about  Religion,  at  a  Time  when  all  their 
Wit  was  fcarce  fufficient  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  the  daily  Perfecutions  oi  the 
Profane  ? 

For  my  own  Part,  I  always  looked  up¬ 
on  Religion  as  a  very  good  Thing;  and 
am  now  about  to  consider  it,  not  as  a  Po¬ 
litician,  but  as  a  Chriftian  ;  in  Hopes  I 
may  fet  it  in  a  proper  Light,  by  making 
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it  ufeful  to  Mankind,  (as  it  was  at  fir  ft 
defign’d,)  by  ftripping  it  of  the  Superfti- 
tion,  with  which  it  is  at  prefent  mifera- 
bly  incumbered. 

I  can,  indeed,  by  no  means  allow,  that 
the  prefent  Practice  of  it  is  of  any  Ufe, 
(except  to  the  Phyficians  and  Apothecaries,) 
as  confined  to  a  Set  of  Prayers,  and  a  Ser¬ 
mon  in  a  damp  Houfe,  clofe  flhut  all  the 
W eek,  and  confequently  full  of  noifome 
and  unwholefome  Vapours,  exhaled  or 
tranfpired  through  the  Earth,  from  the 
numberlefs  dead  and  putiifying  Carcafes 
lodg'd  within,  and  clofe  about  the  Walls 
of  the  feveral  Churches  in  this  Kingdom  ; 
which  Practice,  as  it  was  introduced  by 
Popjh  Superftition,  might  have  been  ve¬ 
ry  wholefomely  abolifhed  by  that  religious 
Prince  Henry  VIII.  of  pious  Memory,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  he  fuppreffed  the  Ab¬ 
beys  and  Monafteries  in  thefe  his  Domi¬ 
nions.  It  is  to  be  prefumed  (in  Excufe 
for  that  Negleft)  that  his  Devotions  were 
moftly  performed  within  his  own  Chapel ; 
and  as  he  was  a  zealous  warm  Man, 
and  fometimes  impatient  of  Advice,  that 
the  Prelates  of  thole  Days  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  mention  the  above  Particu¬ 
lars;  which,  however,  cries  grievoufly 
for  Reformation. 

Tfie  wife  Heathens  in  Greece  and  Italy , 
and  many  other  parts  of  the  World,  after 
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burning  the  Dead  was  difufed,  had  burying 
Places  a  good  Diftance  from  large  Cities ; 
no  doubt  to  keep  the  Air,  which  in  great 
Cities  is  too  confin'd  and  thick,  from  be¬ 
ing  vitiated  or  contaminated  by  the  Putre¬ 
faction  of  dead  Bodies,  than  which  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  pernicious  or  detrimen¬ 
tal  to  the  Health  of  Mankind. 

I  was  myfelf,  in  my  younger  Days,  a 
great  Frequenter,  of  Churches  on  Sundays  j 
which  threw  me  into  many  Diforders. 
Once  I  got  a  moft  violent  Flux,  and  was 
forced  to  go  out  of  Church,  which  frigh¬ 
tened  my  Friends  very  much  ;  for  it  is 
faid,  that  Sicknefs  got  on  a  Sunday  is  com¬ 
monly  mortal  ;  however,  by  a  Dram  or 
two,  and  a  good  Fire,  I  foon  recovered. 
Another  Time,  at  Chrift  Church  in  the 
Commiffioners  Seat,  I  was  feizM  fo  ill 
with  the  Piles,  that  I  thought  of  nothing 
lefs  than  a  Fever  :  However,  that  I  might 
not  charge  myfelf  with  any  Neglect  of 
my  Health,  I  repaired  inftantly  to  one 

Mr.  a  noted  Surgeon  in . who 

applied  a  cooling  Plaifter,  which  gave  me 
prelent  Eafe ;  by  repeating  which  three 
Days,  and  the  Application  of  a  Leech ,  1 
recovered  ;  however,  as  at  that  lime  1 
did  not  fufpeft  that  my  Diftemper  was 
contracted  in  Church,  I  went  to  Prayers 
as  ufual,  and  had  many  Returns  of  the 
Diforder  j  and  as  the  Plaifter  made  me 
.  walk 
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walk  as  if  I  was  be--  - ;  on  the  contrary, 
to  this  Day,  whenever  I  think  of  the 
Leech ,  I  fancy  I  feel  him  crawling  round 
my  Backfide*  I  had  Recourfe  to  a  Friend, 
who  allured  me,  he  had  laboured  under 
the  fame  Diforder;  and  at  the  fame  Time 
advifed  me  to  avoid  going  to  Church  as 
much  as  poffible,  and  never  to  make  Ufe 
of  a  publick  Bog-Houfe  y  for  that  the  un- 
wholefome  Vapours  fettled  on  the  Seats 
at  Churches,  and  which  arile  from  the 
fetid  Odure  in  Bog~Houfes ,  penetrated  the 
Anus,,  at  that  Time  expanded  by  perform¬ 
ing  its  Office;  that  a  Corrofion  being 
made  on  the  Anus ,  by  certain  pointed 
nitrous  Particles  in  vitiated  Air,  forcibly 
impelled  upon  that  tender  Part,  made  it 
fufceptible  of  the  lubricating  Moifture, 
which  in  the  Explofion  attends  the  Excre¬ 
ment,  and  being  of  a  faline  or  acrimo¬ 
nious  Quality,  (in  Tafte  like  Tobacco- 
juice,  as  I  have  been  told  by  curious  En¬ 
quirers  into  Nature,)  very  often  occafion'd 
thofe  Tumors,  which  the  Learned  call 
the  Tiles . 

I  took  my  Friend's  Advice,  and  have, 
I  thank  God,  enjoy’d  my  Health  very 
well  of  late;  indeed,  if  Sunday  is  a  fine 
day,  I  take  my  Wife  and  Children  fome- 
times  to  a  Country  Church,  when  I  can 
hear  of  one  with  broken  Windows,  or  a 
Roof  out  of  Repair;  though  we  molt 

commonly 
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commonly  fpend  Sunday  at  Home,  where 
I  make  one  of  my  Boys  read  JEjofs  Fa¬ 
bles,  Raynard  the  Fox,  or  fome  other 
Book  of  Morality. 

I  muft  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  I  once 
thought  to  cure  the  Piles  by  wiping  my 
Bottom  with  Foetry ,  another  Time  with 
the  Writings  of  a  certain  great  Fhyfician  ; 
but  I  found  the  Doctor  who  advifed  me 
to  it  was  a  Quack  ;  and  that  any  Piece  of 
clean  Paper  will  do,  provided  you  begin 
juft  at  the  Os  Sacrum ,  and  wipe  down¬ 
wards,  which  gently  clofes  the  Orifice, 
and  keeps  out  the  Cold. 

As  I  have  profited  myfelf  by  the  above 
Rules,  I  think,  I  am,  by  the  Laws  of  Hu¬ 
manity,  obliged  to  publifh  my  Ohferva - 
tions  for  the  Good  of  my  Fellow-  Subje&s, 
and  muft  at  the  fame  Time  affirm,  That, 
notwithftanding  the  general  Opinion  to 
the  contrary,  I  do  ferioufiy  think  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Clergy  may  ftill  be  of  Ufe, 
and  modeftly  hope  they  will  concur  with 
me  in  this  my  Scheme. 

I  would  humbly  propofe,  That  whereas 
the  feveral  Churches  and  Church- Yards  in 
the  City  of  FOublin,  have  been  found,  by 
many  Years  Experience,  to  abound  and  be 
filled  with  unwholefome  Damps,  cold  and 
moift  Dews,  noifbme,  fetid,  and  peftilen- 
tial  Vapours  and  Exhalations. 
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Caufing  the  "Piles ,  'Difentery ,  Verti- 
goeys ,  Spleen,  Phrenjy ,  Hijlerick  Vapours , 
and  many  other  Diltempers,  to  the  Preju¬ 
dice  of  the  good  People  of  Ireland,  and 
manifeft  Damage  and  Lofs  to  his  Majefty, 
by  depopulating  this  his  loyal  Kingdom 
for  preventing  of  like  Evils  for  the  future. 
That  from  and  after  the  Day  of 

the  faid  Churches  and 
Church-Yards  be  locked  up,  and  walled 
about  in  fuch  Manner,  that  it  fhall  be 
impoffible  for  Man,  Woman,  or  Child, 
to  get  within  Side  the  Walls  of  the  faid 
Churches  or  Church-Yards. 

Neverthelefs,  as  Religion  is  a  Part  of 
the  Conftitution,  which  we  can't  do  with¬ 
out,  I  would  have  certainEminencies, with¬ 
in  three  Miles  of  this  City,  mark’d  out 
for  Groves  ;  in  the  Midft  of  which  there 
may  be  a  Temple  built  in  the  Form  of 
a  ----,  or  any  other  Shape  the  People 
.ill all  judge  proper,  fupported  by  Pillars, 
and  open  on  all  Sides,  to  keep  the  Air 
clear  and  healthful.  ^  To  thefe  Groves  and 
Temples  the  People  may  repair  on  Sun¬ 
days  or  Holidays,  which  will  contribute 
much  to  their  Health,  and  the  Clergy  may 
officiate,  I  think  in  the  prefent  Manner  ; 
for  I  canY  join  in  Opinion  with  the  Citi¬ 
zens  of  London ,  for  pulling  down  Chriftia- 
nity  to  eftablifh  W iUiamitifm ;  not  but 
that  it  might  ferve  ;  but  I  am  againft  In¬ 
novations 
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novations,  and  I  really  think,  as  Chrif- 
tianity  was  left  by  the  benevolent  and 
righteous  Founder,  it  would  itill  anfwer 
the  End  of  Religion  in  a  wifer  Nation 
than  Ireland. 

However,  if  a  Change  is  determin'd, 
it  is  but  a  Step  from  Chriftianity  to  Wil- 
Hamit  ifn ;  and  as  the  Ceremonies  obferv’d 
and  perform M  in  Commemoration  of  that 
Hero,  and  the  other  divine  Lawgiver, 
are  much  the  fame,  it  is  not  doubted,  but 
all  good  Chriftians,  at  leaft  Proteftants, 
will  readily  agree  in  the  Tranfition,  and 
the  fame  Clergy  might  ftill  ferve  in  the 
new  Religion j  the  Rights  being  fo  very 
like. 

To  prevent  Schifms,  which  are  always 
of  dangerous  Confequence,  if  any  Perfon 
will  be  fo  filly,  as  ftill  to  adhere  to  Chrif¬ 
tianity,  or  worihip  in  a  particular  Man¬ 
ner  any  other  HerOj  I  am  for  a  Tollera- 
tion.  As  to  the  late  King  James,  he 
ruined  all  his  Friends ;  and  on  the  Whole y 
was  fo  defpicakle  a  Mortal  that  I  dare 
venture  to  affirm,  hell  have  no  Worfh in¬ 
fers  ;  but  if  the  Irijb  Natives  may  have 
any  Qualms  of  Conference,  with  rcfpect 
to  King  William,  and  rather  chafe  to 
worilaip  the  Statues  of  Rrien  Boiramhe , 
(who  is  faid  to  have  been  a  very  good 
and  wife  King,)  or  any  other  Heroy  an¬ 
ti  tient 
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tierit  or  modern,  let  them  be  indulg’d 
by  all  Means,  (for  common  Obfervation 
informs  us,  that  tender  Confciences  by 
Indulgence  are  found  to  grow  harder.) 
Alio,  the  Quakers  may  have  their  George 
Fox ,  or  IVillmm  Fen,  provided  always 
that  fuch  Statues  be  fet  up,  and  Worfhip 
perform’d  in  the  Country ;  and  that  no 
Man  be  admitted  to  ferve  the  King  in  a 
Poll:  of  Honour  or  ‘Profit 5  till  he  has  paft 
the  Teft  of  drinking  the  glorious  Memo - 
ry  of  King  William  in  a  Bumper ,  and 
be  able  to  produce  four  of  his  Neighbours 
to  fwear,  That ,  to  the  heft  of  their  Belief, \ 
he  had  done  fio  for  fix  Months  lafi  pafi  ; 
the  fame  Ceremony ,  after  getting  a  Place, 
to  be  perform’d  before  the  Equefirian 
Statue  on  College -Green or  before  a  Sta¬ 
tue  of  that  Hero,  or  in  a  Temple  dedi¬ 
cated  to  his  Worfhip  in  feme  other  pub- 
lick  Place,  for  which  I  ft hall  give  my 
Re  a  fans,  when  call'd  upon ^  or  requir'd  fa 
to  do. 

But  to  return  to  my  Scheme . 

There  being  a  great  Scarcity  of  Tim¬ 
ber,  for  many  Ufes  in  this  Kingdom,  not- 
withftanding  the  feveral  good  Laws  to 
enforce  the  planting  Timber-Trees,  I 
would  propofe,  That  the  inferior  C — y, 
Cu—s ,  Barifh  C — -ksy  and  Sextons ,  might 
be  oblig’d  to  fpend  the  Week-Days  in 

dig- 
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digging,  planting,  and  fencing  in  the 
Ground  near  the  Temples  or  Churches, 
(in  which  Work  they  may  follow  Mr.  Law¬ 
rence's  Directions,  till  better  can  be  had,) 
the  Bi/hops  may  flipervife  them,  and  the 
Archbishops  make  triennial  Vibrations,  to 
fee  that  they  are  always  regularly  conduct¬ 
ed  ;  for  which  Services  they  fhould  all  con¬ 
tinue  on  their  prelent  Eftabiifhment. 

Was  this  Scheme  carried  into  Execution, 
what  a  noble  Simplicity  of  Manners,  and 
generous  Difdain  of  an  unmanly  Complai- 
fance  to  ill  Men  in  Power,  would  loon 
Itine  out  in  that  learned  Body,  and  by* 
Confequence  defcend  to  their  Inferiors;  fo 
that  within  the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years, 
the  molt  malicious  Tongue  would  not  be 
able  to  tax  them  with  Ambition ,  Bride j 
Luxury ,  Super cilioufnefs,  Covetoufnefs , 
or  any  other  mean  Arts  to  ingratiate  them- 
felves  with  great  Men,  their  Miffes,  or 
Valets  ;  which  evil  Reports  are  too  com¬ 
monly  propagated  by  the  wicked  Bart  of 
the  Laity  at  prefent ;  though  I  confefs 
they  are  all  groundlefs,  for  ought  I  can 
fee,  and  as  I  have  heard  credible  Perfons 
of  that  learned  Body  fay. 

Till  this  defiPd  Reformation  is  accotn- 
pliflTd,  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion,  that 
the  Clergy  may  be  permitted,  during  their 
attending  the  Levees  of  the  Great,  to  wear 
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fuch  Lay  Habits  as  they  pleafe;  which 
might,  perhaps,  give  them  an  Opportuni¬ 
ty  of  making  their  Court  with  better  Sue- 
cefs,  and  in  feme  Meafure  of  efcaping  the 
Eyes  of  the  malicious  and  cenforious,  in 
cafe  it  fhould  be  necefiary  to  compliment 
a  great  Man  with  their  Company  over  a 
Bottle  at  an  unfealbnable  Hour;  and  not- 
wit  branding  the  ingenious  Mr .  Drydentr 
Motto  in  his  Spanish  Friar ,  I  am  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  a  red  Coat  and  Cockade  coun¬ 
tenances  Vice  better  than  a  black  Coat 
and  Band ;  at  leaft,  this  Scheme  would 
transfer  the  Scandal  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Blade ,  and  leffen  the  Load  which 
the  Wicked  endeavour  flow  to  throw  an¬ 
other  Way. 

I  think  I  have  now  fufficiently  made 
out  my  Propofal ;  and  as  the  Clergy 
would  by  this  Scheme  be  truly  ufefuJ, 
no  Layman  would  murmur  at  Spaying 
the  Tithes,  or  other  Ecclefiaftical  Dues, 
(which  under  the  prefent  Management/) 
are  looked  on  as  a  grievous  Burthen , 
and  as  Jo  much  moji  unpro jit  ably  thrown 
away . 

Provided  always,  That  the  Timber- 
Trees  fo  planted  fhall  be  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Parifh,  or  Union,  where  planted,  and 
by  no  Means  be  called  or  deemed  facred, 
or  to  be  put  only  to  religious  Ufes  ;  for 

it 
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it  is  hoped,  under  the  new  Regulation, 
there  will  he  fufficient  Laws  prepared,  to 
guard  againft  Superftition  of  all  Kinds  ; 
otherwile,  one  hundred  Years  hence,  or 
perhaps  fooner,  if  the  Timber  fo  planted 
fhould  be  fit  to  cut,  the  Clergy  may  tell 
our  Pofterity,  that  it  is  Sacriiedge  to  put 
the  faid  Timber  to  any  fave  religious  Ufes  ; 
that  they  themfelves  are  the  only  judges 
in  fpiritual  Matters  ;  fo  that  it  may  be  a 
Crime  to  believe  their  Senfes,  or  to  make 
Ufe  of  their  Reafon  :  This,  I  fay  ,  may  hap¬ 
pen  in  a  large  Courle  of  Time,  fliould  the 
Clergy  degenerate,  or  Friejt craft  prevail, 
which  poffibly  may  happen,  although  we 
have  no  Reafon  to  complain  of  it  at  pre¬ 
heat.  x 

I  fhall  add  one  Word  or  two  more, 
which  is, That  I  could  wifli  the  new  Wor- 
fhip  diverfify'd  with  Songs  and  Dances, 
which  I  think  would  increafe  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Votaries,  encourage  the  younger 
People  of  both  Sexes,  and  warm  their 
Devotions,  at  prefent  very,  languid  ;  but 
this  I  fuhmit  to  better  Jugdment ,  al¬ 
though  if  there  was  Occafion,  I  could 
quote  a  royal  Precedent  for  this  Propofal. 

In  like  Manner  other  Pieces  of  Ground, 
two  or  three  Miles  diftant  from  Town, 
might  be  enciofed  for  Burying-Places,  and 
planted  about  with  Cyfrefsj  Firr , 
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Rofemary ,  and  other  ftrong-fcented  Trees, 
Shrubs,  and  Herbs,  unlefs  the  more  de¬ 
cent  Cuftom  of  burning  the  Dead  fhall 
be  reftored,  which  perhaps  &ron’t  be  po¬ 
litick,  till  Wood  becomes  plentier  in  this 
Kingdom. 


Advertifement . 

THE  Lace  Weavers,  &c.  give 
Notice,  That  befides  the  fe- 
veral  Perfons  mention’d  in  the  Prayer 
oF  their  Petition,  there  will  be  Li. 
cences  granted  to  three  hundred  pro- 
fell  Beaux,  without  Regard  to  their 
Religion ,  on  this  Qualification,  vi%. 
That  each  Beau  fhall  be  able  to  read 
Englifb  diftinflly,  and  write  his  own 
Name.  ’Tis  hoped  a  farther  Time 
will  be  obtain’d  for  fuch  Beaux  to 
qualify,  till  the  Firfi:  of  November 
next. 

And  inafmuch  as  feveral  young 
Converts  have  been  too  apt  to  ftiew 

their 


their  Swords  of  late,  as  raofl  Chil- 
dred  do  new  Bawbles,  it  is  ordered, 
That  a  Padlock  be  put  on  each  of 
their  Swords  for  five  Months*  next 
after  the  Commencement  of  fuch 
Licence  ;  we  think  neceffary,  there¬ 
fore,  to  advertife,  That  there  will  be 
a  Parcel  of  very  handfome  large 
Sword-Knots  prepared  with  all  con¬ 
venient  Speed,  to  be  wore  with,  and 
cover  the  faid  Padlocks. 


FINIS. 


Lately  cPubliJhed > 

The  Third  Edition .  (Price  6  d.) 

I.  Parfon  Bowman’s  Et fit  at  ion  Sermon , 
preached  at  Wakefield  in  Yorkfhire ,  Veriify’d. 

By  CHRISTOPHER  CRAMBO  Efq\ 

In  which  is  proved  that  all  Tradition , 

Is  the  Dejtrutdion  of  R  eligion . 

3 Tis  likewifie  proved  by  Dint  of  Reafion , 
Epificopacy  is  JTigh-Treafon. 
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Lately  (Published. 

The  Second  Edition.  ( Price  6  d.) 

II.  Parfon  Betty’s  Sermon  on  Church^ Au¬ 
thority^  Preached  before  the  Univeriity  of 
Oxford,  Verfify’d. 

By  JACOB  GINGLE  Efqi  * 

But  fill  the  more  you  ft  rive  t’ appear. 

Ton  prove  to  be  the  wretcheder  ; 

For  Fools  are  known  by  looking  wife ,  * 

As  Aden  find  Woodcocks ,  by  their  Eyes  : 

Hence  ’tis  that  *caufe  you’ve  gain’d  d  thJ  Col¬ 
lege,  v< 

A  quarter  Share ,  at  mofi,  of  Knowledge , 

And  brought  in  none ,  but  fpent  Repute, 
T’afjume  a  Bower  as  abfolute 
To  judge ,  and  cenfure ,  and  controul \ 

As  if  you  were  the  foie  Sir  Poll  ; 

And  family  pretend  to  know, 

Adore  than  your  Dividend  comes  to  ; 

Ion’ll  find  the  Thing  will  not  be  done 
By  Ignorance  and  Face  alone . 

Hudibras. 

Many  of  my  Daughters  have  done  glorioifily  j 
but  Betty  excelleth  them  All  ! 

Mother  Oxford. 

TIL  Mile  Batchelor’s  Eilimate  of  the 
Expenses  of  a  Married  Life.  Price  6  d. 

IV.  The  Batchelor’s  Recantation. 

Pr  1  c c  6  d 

V.  The  Black  Joke  :  Or,  The  Tunbridge 
Mlfcellany.  In  Two  Parts.  Containing  a  Col- 
ledion  of  the  moil  Curious  Pieces  of  Poetry, 
and  Songs  lately  pnbliflied.  Price  of  each  6  dm 
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